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COUNTERFEITS. 


they have no 
langerous Cc 


forgeries 


day. 

Ul the o visional 
Gabon, New Caledonia, R Li \ ; 
Pierre 1 Miquelon have been extensively 
there are too mat lifferent 
counterfeits, we shall not t to describe f tl Cc 
them, but shall give a few peculiar to several forgeries, 
the genuine by the aid of which it lbeeasy the one made by 
to distinguish the forgeries from the genuine. cal with the genu 


that the impression 


forged, Dut as 


i paper too yellowish Y 
1886 issue. On all the values of this issue of this stamp can readily be told by compar- 
the letters G4B measure exactly gmm in jng them with the fac simile of the plate as 
width and the figures of value are 5'%mm_ illustrated by us. 
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Lithographed counterfeits of the first issue 
are numerous but are easily told by the test 
Fi which give for distin- 
guishing the originals from 
the reprints, 

The surcharge illust 
here fraudulent 
concocted in 1885 by 
Parisian dealer ; 
seen the 5c on 2c, 


we 


rated 
is a me, 
some 
have 


n 4c 


we 


5c « 


v1 
on Ifr 
the 


stamps the 


Only the 5c on 2c, 5c on 4c and 25: 
are of sufficient rarity to have 
forgers. On all the genuine 
letters S P M measure 134mm in width. 
The 5c on 2c with curved top to the *‘5,” as on 
the 4c, is a humbug as there is only one type 
of this provisional; on all CO} of 
this stamp the ‘‘5” is inverted 


tempted 


genuine es 


This cut does not illustrate a surcharge 
as was Claimed some years ago, but is simply 
a stamp of the French 

Colonies with the can- 

celling stamp of Sénégal 

impressed upon it; this 

cancellation be 

found on nearly all the 

stamps (including un- 

paid letter stamps) of 

he French Colonies of 

the issues of 1879 and 1881 either used or un- 
used; this was done by bliging or 


1s to 


’ some ol 
enterprising official in Sénégal. 


1882 issue. 

25c on 35c. The rules and 
below the value measure 16mm in length, 
the inside measure between the t 
15mm and the outside 1634mm; the distance 
of the figures from the lower rule is al 
2%mm, and from the upper 534mm. 

1884 issue, 

5c on TAHITI 
length; the distance between the upper rule 
and TAHITI is 2 stance be- 
tween the and second T, asured at 
the bottom, is ex ctly I2mm; the are Ig 
mm long. 

10c on 
TAHITI 
opening between the rules to the 
14mm and to the nmght 144mm, the 
ing of the A is 4mm wide; the distance be- 
tween the upper ruleand TAHITI 1s 3mm, 

25con Ifr, TAHITI measures 17mm by 
4mm, the opening between the ru the 


above 


rules is 


“ 
vo 


most 


20c. 18mm in 


measures 


214mm; the d 


hrst me 
rules 
20 The length of rules is 18mm; 
4mm; the 
left is 


open- 


measures 1744mm by 


es to 


I4mm, 
shorter 


left is 14%mm and to the right 
second I of TAHITI is a trifle 


the first one. 


issued by 


These stamps were by the Pr 
the House of Thurnand Taxis wh« 
privilege of carrying on 
in many parts of Germany; thi 
dated back as far asthe 15th « 
ended in 1867, by the then Prin 


the var 


the 


en 
ce selling 
Prussia all his rights to 
administrations forasum equa 
oco,. 
rhe postal district 
sisted of the fo lowing <« untri 
rhe Electorate of Hesse, 
The Grand Duchy of Saxe We 
The upper part of the Prin 
Schwarzburg-Sonderhausen, 
rhe Principality of 
The Principality of Lippe, 
Che Grand Duchy of Mecklen! 
Che Hanseatic Haml 
and Lubeck. 
The above mentioned 
Northern District, in al 


of 


Thurn 


co 


PD 
INCUSS, 


ities of 


postage stamps with the 
silbergroschen were used, W 
ing countries formed the Southern Distr 
used the postage stamps with 
pressed in Kreuzers. 
The Duchy of Saxe Coburg 
The Principality of Sc! 
stadt, 
The Duchy of Nassau, 
CThetwo Principalities of Hohen 
The Landgravate of Hesse Homburg, 
The Grand Duchy of Hesse Darmstadt 
The Duchy of Meiningen 
Free City of Frankfort on Mair 
[he stamps the value 


receival 


the value 


War 


Saxe and 


W 


} 
ith 
ie 


were not for postage 
named countries, 
the in silbergr 
postage 


be 


“ithe tl 
value 
in the | 

Currency: Norther 


30 SILBERGROS( 


~urrency. 


ADHESIVE S17 
July Ist 1852. 
red 


22x22mm., 


Typographed in black on Ww 


paper: printed at Berlin. Size 


ve 








hGrosck 
rosch 


CE SIG 





—ieON LOD 
imarg > 4) 


GA 


\ o= ee) 
ras Kreut®* 4 S| 
FOS 


a 


] ‘ 
nkiort or 





428 


\ysgr yellow orange 
Isgr rose 

2sgr blue 

3sgr bistre 


60 
61 
62 


63 
64 
65 
66 


tkr green 

3kr rose 

6kr blue 

gkr bistre 
RETURN LETTER STAMPS. 

185? 

Typographed in black on white wove 
per. Size, diameter 28mm. 


pa- 


Z) 
7 


n o~ (NOpda 
\2 See G72 
€ Ww? ? — 


% flamlicigs) | 
. — 


Y 


Cassel, black 
Detmold, ‘* 
Eisenach, 
Hamburg, ‘ 


oe 


Darmstadt. black 
Frankfort on Main, 
Giessen, black 
Mainz, os 


ee 
DiaCK 


ENVELOPES. 
TRESSES, 


/ 


uy} 
7 


we 
> 


S 


H 

October Ist, 1861. 
Stamp embossed in upper right corner on 
white wove paper; small gum (2 centimetres 
in length). Two lines of inscription in lilac 
in small capitals across the the upper right 
corner, EIN HALBER (EIN, ZWEI, DREI), SIL- 
BERGROSCHEN POST-COUVERT ZWEI (DREI, 
SECHS, NEUN) KREUZER POST-COUVERT. Print- 

ed at Berlin. 
1° Size 146x83mm. 


or 


Tress H 


Ysegr yellow 
Yasgr orange 
Isgr rose 

2sgr pale blue 
2sgr dark blue 
38gr stone 


2kr yellow 
3kr rose 

6kr dull blue 
gkr stone 


to 
_ 


2° Size I50x1II5 mm. 
= ane 
\sgr yellow 
Wsgr orange 
Isgr rose 
2sgr dull blue 
3sgr stone 


bo Nw bh N 
— 


ubWw dH 


2kr yellow 
3kr rose 
6kr dull blue 


y)kr stone 


to 
— 
W~I OV 


No tw bd 
= 


1862. 


Same type, paper, and 


ceding issue, but inscriptions in 
} 


right corner arein the 
stamp; short gum. 
I° Size 140x53 mm, 


I or 


2Sgr 


nN 


N NNN NHN WN 


nb wn ee 


orange 
Isgr rose 

2sgr dull blue 
2sgr ultramarin 
38gr paie stone 
3sgr’dark stone 


wNH HN LH 


o 


2kr pale yellow 
2kr bright yellow 
3kr pale rose 

3kr bright rose 
6kr dull blue 
6kr ultramarine 
gkr stone 


onl 


a 


hdd NN NN ND 
www nd bd WN bd 


to 


2° Sixe I50xIt5mm, 
l4sgr orange red 
sgr rose 


sgr dull blue 
sgr stone 


bh nb bt 


W Gd Wd 


2kr yellow 
3kr rose 

6kr dull blue 
gkr stone 
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r'ress H. 


imp! $10n 


same 


H 


Tress H, 


n 


the 
color 


i 


as 


pre 
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1863. 6kr ultramar 
Saine type, ] 
ceding issue, 


edge of 


, Wurtemberg was 
] trict of Thurn 
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and Taxis. In 1847 stamped envelopes were Mgr green 
sold to the public in the cities of Stuttgart, gr orange 
Tiibingen, Ulm, Heilbronn, Ludwigsburg, 
and Reutlingen for letters mailed and to be 
delivered in the same city; these envelopes 
were sold at the rate of 15 and 18 kreuzers 
per dozen and were not sold in quantities of 
less than a half dozen. These envelopes 
were suppressed in October, 1851, after the 
cession to Wurtemberg of the Post office 
Monopoly by the Prince of Thurn and 
Taxis. 

October Ist, 1847. 

Typographed on white wove paper kr green 
2kr orange 
3kr rose 


| 7 Frankirter * ke ae 
K Stat-DBri cf p 3 


4gr violet 
Size 146x83mm. 
401 (1 %kr) red 





;gr green 
Wer orange 
Igr rose 
2gr blue 
5gr bistre 








November 17th, 1847. tkr green 
Same type, impression, etc., as preceding 2kr orange 
issue. 3kr rose 
Size 148x64mm. 7kr blue 
402 (1 4 kr) red 18kr bistre 
= : ; Rouletted 10 
Orin Lerma ration. Igr rose 


The stamps of the North German Con- Rouletted 11. 
federation replaced those of Thurn and gr violet 
Taxis and were used in the same countries l.gr green 
with the addition of the Kingdoms of Prus- Iygr orange 
sia and Saxony; the stamps with the value ex- gr rose 
pressed in groschen were used in the north- gr blue 
ern countries and those with the value in er bistre 
kreuzers in the southern, 


Our 


on 


4 


byNN NN 


I 


Ikr green 
2kr orange 
3kr rose 
7kr blue 
18kr byStre 


Currency: 30 GROSCHEN=I THALE} 
U. S. Currency. 
60 KREUZER=I FLORIN=$o. 40 | 
Currency. 
ADHESIVE STAMPS. 
January Ist 1868. 


Ww Ww Ww &> 
-wWNe 


Ww 


Rouletted 12. 

gr violet 
,Zr green 

Yer orange 

Igr rose 

2gr blue 


5gr bistre 


Ww 
Dur 


Typographed on white wove paper. Size 
19 '%x22mm. 
1° Rouletted 9x8. 


WW W Ld 


Cnr 


tkr green 

2kr orange 

3kr rose 

7kr blue 
18kr bistre 

6° Rouletted I1rxr2. 

Yer violet 

logr green 


5 


gr violet 
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OFFICIAL STAMPS. 


January Ist, 1870, 

Typographed in black on white wove pa 
per; colored groundwork formed of the words 
NORDD, POSTBEZIRK in microscopic capitals, 

Size 22xI9mm. 


ENG Mis 


Perforated 14x13%. 
2QI Yer black, buff groundwot 
202 lagr ” te ‘ 
203 Wor 
204 
205 


206 
207 
208 1 se ae 


209 


WAR STAMPS. 
(Alsace-Lorraine. ) 


These stamps were used by the postal au- 
thorities of the North German Confederation, 
during the Franco Prussian War, in those 
parts of France occupied by the German 
troops, Erroneously these stamps are gen- 
erally catalogued as belonging to Alsace 
Lorraine, while they were used in other parts 
of France as well, and in fact, ceased to be 
used in Alsace Loraine about April 1872, 
when stamps of the German Empire were 
used in those provinces, while the wat 
stamps continued to be used in France until 
the fall of 1873. 


August 15th, 1870. 


Typographed in color on white wove paper 
with network of same color as stamp. There 
are two types of these stamps: in the first 
one POSTES measure 12mm in width and 
in the second type 12'%mm. Size 20x23 
mm. 


1° First type. 
Perforated 1314x14. 
251 Ic olive green 


brown 
gray 
lac gray 
5c green 
5c yellow green 
1oc brown 
1oc yellow brown 
20c ultramarine 
20c blue 
25c dark brown 
teties; Network inverted 
ed lines point downwards 
Ic olive green 
-d brown 


ww WN 


mb nNN WN 


y 
> 


¢ 
: ally — _ 
yellow green 


llow brow 
ultramarine 


blue 


2° Second type. 
Perforated 13%4x14 
Ic Ollve green 
2c red brow! 
4c gray 
4c lilac gray 
1oc brown 
toc yellow brow! 
20c ultramarine 
20c blue 
25c dark brown 
Varieties: Network invert 
Ic olive green 
2c red brown 
4c gray 
: 4c lilac gray 
286 10c brown 
287 Ioc yellow 
288 20c ultramarine 
289 20c blue 
290 25c dark brown 


browr 


2t4mm). 

Perforated 13%x1j. 
J i olive 97 é 
298 he gray 

VM ic emerald gree 
295 10 yellow br 

1G 20¢ dull bl. 
vi 25c brown 

These reprints which are virt 

feits, can be distinguished by the 
the color, the network especiall 
much deeper impression in the 
in the originals, 
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ENVELOPES. 


Gray nscript 


- ize I45xX54mmM. i! 


t 


Prov 

In t ‘ 
envelopes ol ick Mecklen irg otre 
litz, Oldenb russia and Saxony, roulet- 
ted adhesive stamps of the North Germar 
Confederation were pasted over the en bossed 
stamp of the envelope, and then surcharged 
in gray with a rectangular design formed by 
the words NORDDEUTSCHER POSTBEZIRK In 
small capitals, repeated sixty times. 
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I. Brunswick envelopes of the 1865 issue. 

1° Tress I. 

a. Size 
308 
309 


Shape 2. 
I50xI15mm. 
Igr rose on Igr rose, gray 
Igr rose on 2gr blue, ‘ 
310 Igr rose on 3gr brown, * 2 
311 2gr blue on 2gr blue, 

b. Size 147x84 mm. 
312 Igr rose on Igr rose, gray 
313 Igr rose on 2gr blue, ‘ 
314 Igr rose on 3gr brown, ‘‘ 
315 2gr blue on 2gr blue, ‘‘ 

2° Tress H. Shape 2. 

a. Size I50xII5 mm. 
316 Igr rose on Igr rose, gray surcharge 
317 Igr rose on 2gr blue, ‘* ég 
318 Igr rose on 3gr brown, ‘* 
319 2gr blue on 2gr blue, ‘* 

b, Size 147x84 mm, 

1) Igt rose On Igr rose, 


surcharge 
“s 


gray surcharge 
I Igr rose on 2gr blue, ‘‘ - 
2 Igr rose on 3gr brown, ‘‘ Je 
3 2gr blue on 2gr blue, ‘ os 

II. Mecklenburg Strelitz 
the 1864 issue. 

Tress H. Shape 2. 

a. Size I50xII§ mm. 
Igr rose on Isgr rose, gray 
Igr rose on 2sgr blue, ‘‘ 
Igr rose on r brown, ‘‘ 
2gr blue on 2sgr blue, ‘‘ 
2gr blue on 3sgr brown, “ 
Size 147x84 mm. 

Igr rose on Isgr rose, gray 

Igr rose on blue, ‘‘ 

Igr rose on 3sgr brown, “ 55 

2gr blue on 2sgr blue, ‘‘ 


3 2gr blue on 3sgr brown, ‘‘ ™ 


surcharge. 


ue 


385 
2s5 


2 Ga WG G2 > 
NNHNN 
Oo os 


rs 


surcharge. 
‘ 


2soTr 


> Got 
Nu F 


W Ww Ww Ww 
> 


~ 


III. Oldenburg Envelopes of the 1862 issue. 
A. Size of stamp 21x23 mm. 
Tress H. Shape 2. 
1° Short gum. 
a, Size I50xII5 mm. 
Igr rose on gr orange, gray surchge 
Igr rose on Igr rose, a PY 
Ige rose on 2gr ultramarine, gray 
surcharge 
Igr rose on 3gr stone, gray surcharge 
2gr blue on 2gr ultramarine, gray 
surcharge 


surcharge 


Envelopes of 


b. Size 147x84 mm, 
339 Igr rose on gr orange,gray surcharge 
340 Igr rose on Igr rose, = “ 

2° Long Gum. 

Size 147x84 mm. 
342 
343 
344 


Igr rose on gr orange,gray surcharge 

Igr rose on Igr rose, oa % 

Igr rose on 2gr ultramarine, gray 

surcharge 

Igr rose on 3gr stone, gray surcharge 

2gr blue on 2gr ultramarine, gray 
surcharge 


345 
340 


B. Size of Stamp 32x32mm. 


Tress H. Shape 2 


(Note.) 
1° Short gum. 

a. Size I50xII5mm., 

347 Igr rose on gr orange, gray surcharg 
Igr rose On Igr rose, = - 
Igr rose on 2gr ultramarine, 

surcharge 
Igr rose on 3gr stone, gray 

Size 147x84mm. 

Igr rose on 4ggr orange 
Igr rose on Igr rose, 
Igr rose on 2gr u 


S > 


surcharg¢ 


gI ay surcharge 
tramarine 


surcharge 


Long gum. 
ze 147x54mm 

Igr rose on 4gr orange,gray sur 

Igr rose On Igr rose wt 

Igr rose on 


*) 
- | 


vin Ut 


> 
n 


t 


2CT 
«Er ul 


> 


ramarine, 
sure harge 
ose On 3gr stor 
on 2 


pray 


> 


r 


r ultrar 


surchars 


D 


LV. Prussian Envelopes 
scription above Stamp). 
Tress H. 
Short gum. 
a. Size I50x1I5mm, 
59 Igr rose on Isgr rose, 
60 Igrrese on 2sgr blue 


Igr rose on 


Shape 
Shape I. 


3Ser stone, 
2gr blue on 2sgr blue, 
ze I147x54mm. 

gr rose on sgr rose, 
plue, 


so 


2 
gr rose on 2sgr 

gr rose on 3 

2gr blue on 2 

V. Prussian Envel 
scription across stamp). 


1° Shape 2. 
A. Short gum. Tress H. 
a, Size I50xII5mm. 


Note.—As the ordinary stamps of 
North German Confederation were too small 
to cover the embossed stamps on the Olden- 
burg envelopes, special stamps were printed 
with an extra wide margin so as to cover the 
envelope stamp entirely. 





ym 2KI 
Igr rose rose on 3 


Igr rose 


yse on OKr 


XII5 n 
vr rose on Ingr rose, ¢g 


rT 


Igr rose on 


eon 
n 


VI. Prussian ] 


Shape 3. 


AND ITS IMITATIONS, CARICATURES, &« 


{ Monthlh, Jou rnal. ) 
The next serie be described is one that is wort] 
of the art 
( dilly, did 9 « faras | h ive 7S abDie to ascertal 
diate succe ; t he Caricature | eech, althou 
* Fore’s Com “NVELOPES No. 1.’’ A few weeks 


yn making a fresh start, and they 


ist > envelopes composing it 


yOung artist, whose talents were just commencing to be: 

was Richard Doyle, at that date fifteen years of age. | 

very year, 1840, he kept a journal, a facsimile of which, with its 

sketches, was published in 1885 by Messrs. Smith, Elder and 


pen-and-ink 
Co., who have kindly permitted me to make some extracts from it; in this 
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we have a full account of his transactions with Messrs. Fores, and of his 
troubles over these envelopes, which were drawn by himself and one of his 
brothers. Fores had probably become acquainted with Doyle’s artistic 
talents through a series of sketches of the Eglinton Tournament, which the 
boy had completed at the beginning of the year, and which his father ap 
pears to have assisted him to publish. There is a good deal about this in 
the journal, and one of the illustrations represents Messrs. Fores’ window, 
with copies of the “ Tournament ’’ displayed in it, 

The envelopes were ordered in July, and their history commences as fol.- 
lows ; 

“Monday itth, Here is a glorious piece of work. Fores a man residin 
in Piccadilly corner of Sackman Street, keeping a print-shop and being a pub- 
lisher has sent me an order to do half a dozen envelopes on Transfer paper 
He has sent some designs which he wishes to have done, namely, Courting, 
Coaching, Hunting, and Racing, but I have got myself to design a Dancing 
and a Musical envelope. James is going to do three and I three. 

“ Tuesday 12. As soon as J came home from the park, I prepared all thi 
Transfer materials and set to work with great vigor. By evening Thad fin- 
ished the ‘Coaching’ one, and James the ‘Hunting,’ and they will be sent to the 
printer's to morrow, but now comes the designing part of the business. 

“Wednesday. Nothing but work, work, work, work all day. I have made a 
design for the ‘Musical’ one which Papa says will do, and James has almost 
Jinished another.” 

“Friday. Zhe proofs of the four envelopes have come home, three of them 
will do but the fourth ‘The Musical’ in consequence of the number of figures, 
the lines have got confused and some not printed at all, so I will have to do it 
over again. When James does the ‘Courting’ one and I do this and the ‘Dance- 
ing’ which ts nearly finished as it is, they will be all done, and then comes the 
profits. Hurra! 

“Saturday. J was working very hard before breakfast, and quite finished 
the Dancing one by twelve, and if I can only get the other done this evening it 
will be a glorious thing, all done in one week,” 


Below this entry is a sketch of two small dancers, on rather a larger scale 
than those upon the envelopes, and plainly drawn with greater ease than was 
possible to him with the transfer materials, at that time. 

“Tuesday.” ryth. Zhe dancing envelope failed again. This appeared so 
curious a circumstance that we recommended Mr. Fores to get the next printed 
at Grafs instead of the place in Holborn ; this he has done and the consequence 
ts that I did the Dancing business over again, and it came home this evenin: 
in a healthy condition taking all the circumstances into consideration. 

“Thursday,” r4th August, Zhe Dancing Envelope has failed in the print 
ing and I have got to do it over again. I would a great deal sooner do an 
thing as largeas a Tournament than the size of the envelopes on transfer 
paper. 

“ Friday. Doing envelopes all day.” 

These were no doubt successful, for the next entries show that the first lot 
of envelopes were published early in September. 

“Tuesday. Glorious. Went to Fores’s. The envelopes out. There the 
were one, two, three, four, five, six all hung up in the window of Messrs. Fores, 
41 Piccadilly, corner of Sackville Street, some of them being colored in a very 
flaming and extraordinary manner. . 
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"Wednesday. As sure as lam living, there was a critique 
in the ‘* Times” this morning, and whoever dares to say there was not ts 
Hur ad ye 


A curious mistake in the date occurs here ; according t 


to the Journal thes: 

should be Tuesday and Wednesday, the 8th and gth September, | 
critigue alluded to appeared in Zhe Times ot Wednesday, Septe 
\ fair copy was apparently made of the whole, or greater part, of 
at the end of the year, and this probably accounts for the above dis 
also perhaps for the fact that the DVanctng envelope is stated in on 
have failed again, when the only failure previously mentioned wast 
Musical one. ‘The paragraph in Zhe Zimes runs as follows : 
** ForEsS’s ENVELOPES ] verybody has, we presuime, before this 

an opportunity of e ining those very extraordinary speci 
Art—the penny-post envelopes. On the merits of the de 


d but one opinion. From Si 


surdities we have never hear 


to the lowest kitchen wench the new covers have been laugh: 
man, woman, and child of the community who has the slig! 
of the ludicrous. Anything more ridi 

in consequence the 


ulous could hardly 
caricaturists have done their best to s/ ese mon- 
strous and universally circulating libels upon the public taste. this laud 
we have 

by him re 
ution, » fz uperior, 


ust been favored with a sight of a batch of envelopes published 
lating to a variety of subjects, which, in point of exec 
but which, although intended to amuse » we are 
gards design, far less likely to create laughter than 
Mr. Fores's to hunting, courting, racii 
and music, and are all excellently 

recomend those wh DUY | t-om 
few purchase it] 
instead. ‘Tl ore amusing, both in design and 


ind are ‘tainly e creditable to the public taste 


, , 
rthe envelopes 


humorous in their 


I 


ce envelopes merely fo! 


th r object to purchase Mr. |} ré 


to the p 


f Chi 
og’ 90 . ° 
into CrHullaAnadll, that v4 i 


Ma OL, Zt! ich are? 


Tuesday, 3rd e Lord Mayor envelope is nearly 
3 4 i 
“Wednesday, 4th. he ¢ ’ 


ut quite apropos, next Monday being Lord Ma 
Tuesday, roth. wwic envelope ts out ana 
Fores has sent a large ntily of transfer paper 
business. Hurra.” 

The next subject was one after the artist’s own heart, for nothing delig 
him more at that time than drawing soldiers. 

“Wednesday, 11th This ts business. I began the Military envelope 
norning, finished it by four o'clock and sent it off.’ 


The last of the series was a Christmas Envelope, which appeared shortly 


before that festive season, having been designed on the 26th of November, 
according to an entry under that date: 


sé 


When 1 came home spent the rest of the evening in designing a Christmas 
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envelope which when done is to be brought out immediately. There are fer 
things in that way so difficult to design as an envelope, but I think at last w 
have got one that will do pretty well.” 

The designs of these envelopes are sufficiently clearly shown in the accom- 
panying illustrations, and, in conjunction with the titles attached to them, 
tell their own tale too plainly to need any detailed description, All are alike 
in having a complete double-lined frame (this is not shown in all the 
illustrations), the title is always in the centre at the top, and, in all except 
some copies of the CoACHING ENVELOPE, the number is given in the right- 
hand upper corner. Below, in each case, is the inscription—*Zondon. 
Published by Messrs. Fores, at their Sporting and Fine print Repository ana 
Frame Manufactory, 41 Piccadilly—corner of Sackville Street.” Outside the 
frame below is the name of the printer, “7. 2. Jobbins, lith. Warwick Court,” 
at the left corner, on all except No. 8, which has “/. Graf, Printer to her 
Majesty” at the righthand corner. It may be noticed that according to the 
Journal, the “Dancing” envelope was tried at Graf’s, the other printer having 
failed to bring it out properly ; but No, 8, whichis the only one bearing Graf's 
name, is the “‘Civic.”’ 

No. 7 is entitled “Fores’s Shooting Envelope,” there is no allusion to it in 
Richard Doyle’s Journal; possibly it was drawn by his brother James, after 
the publication of the first six, and before the joint composition of the “Civic 
Envelope.”’ No two of the set are of exactly the same size, the following list 
gives the approximate dimensions of each, with the name of the artist, where 
known: 


No. 1. Courting. 5 2x3 3-5 i J. Doyle. 


Musical, R. Doyle. 


Dancing. in. * 
Hunting. -20x3 3-5 in. J. Doyle. 
Racing. -5X3 3-5 in. 4 
Coaching. * R. Doyle. 
Shooting. i ? 
Civic. ) J. and R 
Military. 5 3-10x334 in. R. Doyle. 
Christmas. + “< 
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Nos, 1 to 6 were published on September 1st, 1840; No. 8 on November 
gth or roth; No. 9 near the end of the same month; and No. 10 probably 
early in December. 

I believe all exist coloured, as well as plain. 














tm 


An envelope of a similar nature to these, but not quite so well designed, 
was published by Messrs. Ackermann and Co., 96, Strand. It is inscribed 
“No. 3,”’ and therefore is presumably one of a series, but I have never seen 
or heard of any of its companions, Like Fores’s No. 8, this might be termed 





442 AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY. 


a Civic Envelope. The Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress occupy a con- 
spicuous position in the centre; the groups in the upper corners plainly depict 
a Civic entertainment; a couple of genial aldermen are shown at the right 
hand side; while in the lower corners we see affection for turtle, and its dire 
result, vividly portrayed. Along the lower margin may be read “Rr. s. HURST 
DELT. ET LITHO” on the left, “244 sTRAND”’ on the right, and in the centre, the 
name and address of the publishers. On the lower flap is “No. 3,” with a 
fancy label, supported by two comic figures, inscribed “ACKERMANN’s COMIC 
ENVELOPES.” The other flaps are quite plain. ‘This is not at all an uncom- 
mon envelope, which makes it the more curious that Nos, 1 and 2 (which 
must be presumed to have existed) should be quite unknown to collectors. 


I have met with a few other miscellaneous illustrated envelopes or letter 
sheets of early date, which are perhaps worthy of note. The first of these is 
in the form of a sheet, about 9x74 inches. The address side of this, when 
folded in the oldfashioned styie, is enframed by scenes from Oxford; at the 
top a general view, with the river winding in front, and apparently a boat 
race and an archery meeting in the foreground; below is the river again, with 
Oxonians in cap and gown boating and fishing; and the sides are occupied by 
two members of the University drawn upon a larger scale. In the right 
lower corner are the words “OXONIAN DELINT. No. 2.”’ The size of the 
whole design is 5}8x3% inches, and it appears to be an etching. The copy I 
have seen (kindly lent me by Mr, W. T. Wilson) was used August 1st, 1840. 

Another of a similar nature shows views of Windsor Castle; a general view 
at the top, St. George’s Chapel on the lower left, and the Terrace on the 
lower right. Along the bottom margin is inscribed, “DRAWN & ETCHED BY 
W. A. DELAMOTTE, OXFORD.” A space is marked out fora stamp in the 
right upper corner, plainly showing that this was intended for an envelope or 
letter sheet, but my copy is upon a thick, soft paper, quite unsuitable for 
writing on; it is cut close to the design, so that the original shape cannot be 
ascertained. The size of the print is 5x336 inches. J am informed that Mr, 
Delamotte was an artist in water-colours, who lived at Oxford all his life, and 
died there, it is believed, about twenty-five years ago. Possibly he was also 
the author of the Oxford envelope. 

The next is again lent me by Mr. Wilson. The design upon it was probably 
inspired by the Mulready, but it is of foolscap size, 834x4%8 inches; it is of 
ordinary envelope construction, and the design occupies the whole of the 
address side. In the centre above are small maps of the two hemispheres, 
surmounted by a dove; a ribbon stretches out at each side of this, inscribed 
“FREE TRADE WITH’ -—“ALL THE WORLD,” on the left and right hand portions 
respectively. Below the hemispheres is the inscription, in two lines, “a 
PoEM’—‘“by Horatio Smith, Esqr.” Immediately under this is a kind of 
mound, on which stands a figure of Britannia with Shield and Trident; while 
at either side is seated Plenty, with a Cornucopia, and Justice, with her Sword 
and Scales; on the front of the mound are the words “a FAC-sIMILE,”’ the 
meaning of which in this connection does not seem quite clear. The sea 
appears in the central background, with two sailing ships on the right, and a 
steamer on the left. Further towards the sides we have the Pyramids on the 
sea-shore on the left, and an Elephant, quite as large as the Pyramids, in a 
similar position on the right; and more in the foreground are a camel, with 
baggage, &c., on one side, and some negroes with casks and bales on the 
other, Along the lower margin and up the two sides runs a kind of Wreath, 
formed of roses, shamrocks, thistles, wheat, barley, and oats, artistically 
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mingled. But where the Poem is, and what all this is a Facsimile of, are 
questions which perhaps could only be answered by Horatio Smith, Esq 

It is not surprising that in more recent times a stamp dealer should have 
adapted Mulready’s design, with a view to using it upon envelopes, &c., as an 
advertisement of his business. I have before mea sheet employed by M 
Maury, of Paris, which is headed by what may be termed a Caricature of the 
Mulready, though it was not intended to hold the latter up to ridicule. In 
the upper centre is M. Maury himself, standing in a chest Jabelled “TIMBREs 
POSTE ETRANGERS,” and showering letters or stamps on the right and left. 
There are ships in the background; the Chinamen appear to be trading in 
stamps, the Indians are dancing with delight at the receipt of additions to 
their albums, the niggers are at work upon casks addressed “MAURY, PARIS,” 
and the elephants and camels are laden with cases for the same well-known 
stamp merchant. The groups at the sides consist of young persons of both 
sexes armed with stamp books, which they are diligently examining. M. 
Maury has kindly sent me two sizes of this design, 538x338 inches and 4x2™% 
inches respectively, each forming the heading to a printed form; but he tells 
me that one of them (or both perhaps) was also printed upon envelopes. 
These were described in Zhe Stamp Collectors’ Magaztie in August, 1870, 
and probably had then been recently published. 

It is more curious to find a design of a similar nature employed by a firm 
of publishers who do not appear to have had anything to do with stamps. I! 
have before me a half sheet, about 11x8 inches, folded like a letter-sheet, and 
having a space marked out for the address, 512x538 inches. The upper half 
of this space is occupied by a vignette. A figure of Mercury is shown seated 
on a pile of boxes; in the centre, and scattering books on each side; in the 
background are Ships on the right, and a Train on the left; further to the 
right are Indians, Arabs, &c., one of them riding upon a Camel and more in 
the foreground some persons are seated at a table, and children on the 
ground, all reading the books so lavishly distributed. On the left are other 
groups of various nationalities, including a party of Orientals on the back of 
an Elephant, and in the foreground an individual, perhaps a missionary, 
reading aloud to a group seated under a banana ora palm tree. Below this 
vignette runs a scroll, inscribed “VIUDA E HIJOS DE J. SUBIRANA. 
EDITORES. BARCELONA.” (Widow and Sons of J. Subirana, Pub- 
lishers.) On the lower left is a space marked for an adhesive stamp, sur- 
mounted by a Lion couchant, and in the lower corners are the words 
“EXPORTACION.” and IMPORTACION,”’ The ends of this sheet, like 
those of the Mulready letter-sheets, are filled with letterpress, consisting in 
this case of advertisements of books, principally of a religious nature, pub- 


lished by the firm. The copy before me was used in 1874; the same design 
was, I believe, also printed upon post-card. 

It may be suggested that the last two items would more properly have 
come with the other imitations of Mulready’s drawing, but the difference of 
their date and of their object led me to keep them until now 


A GREAT COLOMBIAN DISCOVERY. 

For some weeks New York has been alive with talk about a wonderful 
rarity in the possession of one of its numerous dealers, namely an unsevered 
pair of Colombians, 1863, 2z0c red and 5o0c red on part of a letter addressed 
from Bogota to some other place, the name of which was unfortunately torn 
from the envelope. We understand that as much as $200 has been offered 
and refused for this rara avis, and we were indeed curious to have a look 





444 AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY. 


at the article. At the Convivial meeting of the Staten Island Philatelic’ So- 
ciety held on the evening of Oct. 14th, we were fortunate enough to obtain 
a glance at the stamp in question, and we found that besides the pair there 
was also a single specimen of the 50c red on a piece of entire letter. The 
moment that we glanced at the stamps they appeared suspicious to us, and 
we requested the privilege of making a careful examination. We told the 
possessor of the rarity of our suspicions and showed him a great many points 
on which we based them. In particular we were struck by the dull color of 
the stamps and also with the exactness with which the stars before and after 
the value were drawn. They were as perfect as the North star on a clear 
winter’s night, and in our experience all the stars in question of the Colom- 
bian issue of 1863 look very much as though thev had been on a prolonged 
spree. However, to be serious, on a careful examination we found that our 
original suspicions were well founded, and we detected the following dif- 
ferences between the genuine stamps of 1863 and those thus submitted to 
us: The color is much duller as in all genuine specimens the 20c is in very 
bright red ; the size of the stamps is 4mm. smaller than the genuine; the 
right hand lower twig is perfectly formed, whereas it is roughly broken off in 
the genuine; the lower right hand leafends in 3 ragged lines, whereas in 
the genuine the lines formed a perfect leaf; the second leaf from the bottom, 
on the left, is cut off by the frame, whereas in the genuine it is a perfect leaf 
and barely touches the frame. 

The 2zoc which accompanied the soc is of the same type and the same de- 
scription will answer for it. 

The holder of the stamp has had a lucky escape from selling a counter- 
feit, and in justice to him we must state that he has heartily thanked us for 
our information. The stamps were sent to him for sale on commission and 
had we not discovered the fraud he would have been compelled, at some 
future day, to repay out of his own pocket the amount he would have re- 
ceived for the stamps. 


THE POSTALLY STAMPED PAPER OF SARDINIA. 
BY KARL V. GUNDEL. 
(Concluded). 
Translated from ///ustriertes Briefmarken Journai/. 
REPRINTS, COUNTERFEITS, ETC, 

About fifteen years ago (I cannot now find out the exact time), the origin- 
al dies of the stamps and also some of the machinery with which the Postally 
Stamped Paper was manufactured, was sold by the authorities of the Italian 
Post office to a party by the name of Usigli, in Florence, he being granted 
permission to use this material for the manufacture of Postally Stamped 
paper, Somewhat later on this material was transferred to Mr. G. C. Bonasi. 
At first only a few of these newly manufactured articles were placed in the 
market but later on an unlimited number were offered. 

In so far as the party who was authorized to re-manufacture this paper 
with impressions of the original stamps sold them as reprints at low prices, 
there cannot have been much objection, as the manufacturer made use of 
the right which had been granted him. But the affair puts on an entirely 
different appearance when, later on, some of these reprints with genuine 
stamps were sold as originals and at very high prices. It becomes even 
worse when the sheets which had been recently manufactured, are, in order 
to make them appear to be originals, supplied with fictitious addresses and 
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post marks, which, although easily recognized by an expert may just as easily 
deceive anyone who has never seen any genuine sheets. However, I must 
declare, in order to avoid all misunderstanding, that I do not accuse any 
particular person of having manufactured counterfeits of these stamps, but 
my remarks are all general. Counterfeits exist in large numbers, that is 
certain, but from whom they emanated, of that I cannot find any positive trace. 

For the reasons mentioned before I have thought it necessary to add this 
chapter to my article on the Postal Paper; of course, I run the risk that the 
conclusions reached herein and which are based on the most minute investi 


gation, may not be a source of pleasure to a number of people who possess 
¢ 


these reprints and believe that they possess the genuine original art 


I 
regret that this, however, cannot be avoided; the bitter pill must be swallowed 
with the best grace possible. 

Before I enter into minute details, I must mention that 
brevity | have included under the name of reprints all entire sheets of the 
class named of which I have had many dozens in my hands and which I de 
clared to be newly manufactured after full investigation At the same time, 
it is very likely that other reprints besides those mentioned by me exist, and 
I can only state that I have enumerated all that I have seen. Where I say 
“used” I mean sheets which contained a genuine letter and not such as 
simply bear an address. 

I cannot say much of importance about reprints of the provisional issue. 
In manufacturing the genuine sheets a number of different kinds of paper 
with various private watermarks were used, and besides that, these sheets 
are not all alike in size and quality. However, by following my remarks in 
the Second Division of this article, it will not be difficult to recognize these 
differences. At the same time it is not easy to designate any special points 
by which we can secure an absolute test for recognizing the genuine sheets. 
However, [ should think that a connoisseur who has had many genuine 
sheets of this paper pass through his hands, would immediately recognize a 
reprint made on a different kind of paper. 

The provisional issue was to be replaced by the regular issue as soon as 
possible, and was used for only one year. Iam therefore safe in saying that 
no large number of them was manufactured but only so many as were deem- 
ed necessary for immediate use. Also, as I have already pointed out in the 
second part of this article, the sheets of the provisional issue which remained 
on hand when the regular issue appeared were almost all used for Inter 
Postal Correspondence, and therefore there is no likelihood that any large 
quantity of them remained over unused. Of those used for Inter Postal 
purposes I have seen some used as late as 1825 and, in fact, one specimen 
as late as 1839. It is very likely therefore that pretty much all of the sheets 
remaining over in 1819 were used for such official correspondence. I there- 
fore accept only such sheets as undoubtedly genuine on which real letters 
{not addresses alone) are to be found, it being understood that the appear- 
ance of the ink be such as it would be likely to be after seventy years, which 
may be easily judged by an expert who has had a large quantity of old cor- 
respondence pass t 
bearing letters which are provided with a postal imprint, and in which the ap 
pearance of the printer’s ink and the character of the letters will bear the 
test of inspection. I do not think much of unused sheets even when supplied 
with some kind of an address, and consider them suspicious to say the least. 

As to reprints of the regular issue I can adduce more points, as _ these 
sheets were in use for 17 years. 

Let us consider, 


hrough his hands; I also consider genuine those sheets 
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1st—PAPER. 


The paper of the certainly genuine sheets, of which I have had many 
dozens of the years 1820 to 1840, inclusive, submitted to me, was all as 
nearly alike as could be expected from the process of manufacture then in 
use. However, in those sheets which I consider reprints, there were some 
great differences, particularly in the color and texture, which differences 
were so striking that a connoisseur would notice them immediately. Also 
the strength and compactness of the reprinted sheets is so entirely different 
from that of the genuine that I venture to say that I could select them from 
a number of genuine sheets even if blindfolded. The genuine sheets are 
medium strong and somewhat smooth; the reprints somewhat rougher, strong- 
er and sometimes softer or stiffer than the genuine. Besides this the reprints 
bear evidences of being newly manufactured. 

2d— SIZE. 


All genuine sheets, without exception, that have passed through my hands 
(and their number is not small) were trimmed on all four sides and were 
38.7 to 50 cm. in width and 25.7 to 26.2 cm. in length. According to the 
decree of the Royal Treasury, the width of the sheets was designed to be 
9 inches 4 lines, and the length 6 inches one line according to old Sardinian 
measure, which in centimetres equals 39.959 and 26.045 respectively. The 
slight variations in the size of the genuine sheets may be attributed to the 
manner in which they were trimmed, where it might easily be that sometimes 
acentimetre more and sometimes a centimetre less was removed. The 
sheets, howexer, which I consider reprints have alway been found uncut and 
in general they are 42 centimetres in width and 27 centimetres in length. 
However, the decree does not mention whether the prescribed size was to 
be that of the untrimmed or trimmed sheets, but as all the genuine sheets 
that I have seen were trimmed, and were all exactly or almost exactly 
of the prescribed size, it may be assumed that the size decreed was that of the 
trimmed sheets. Besides as may be seen in the provisional issue, it was the 
custom at that time in Sardinia to trim all letter paper, and I cannot see why 
this should have been stopped when the regular issue appeared. It is not 
possible to state definitely whether the machinery used in the manufacture of 
the genuine sheets was large enough for only one sheet or for two sheets, and I 
have not been able to find out anything definite in regard to this point. In 
the reprints, however, I have found that the sheets of the soft paper (a) were 
manufactured singly, and the stiff paper (b) in connection with another sheet 
(probably made without watermark for reprinted cut specimens) from which we 
can judge that in the latter the rough edges were to be found only on three sides, 
whereas the upper edge plainly showed the cut where it was separated from 
another part of the sheet. I am very suspicious of all untrimmed sheets, as 
I have never seen a genuine untrimmed sheet. It is possible that here and 
there a genuine sheet may have slipped in which has not been trimmed, but 
as a rule it may be stated that they were trimmed. 


3d— WATERMARK. 


Nhat SSC 7” 


2 le/ 
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In order not to say too much on this point, I shall consider only the eagle. 
In the genuine sheets I have found a number of eagles differing greatly in de- 
sign, whereas in the reprints I have found only two varieties, namely: (a), in 
the soft paper the eagle is in a circle 11 cm. in diameter, and the sweep of 
the ‘g’ in the word ‘ Regie’ reaches almost to the end of the letter ‘r’ (see 
fig.); the design of the eagle is very similar to that of the next figure ex- 
cept that it is somewhat larger; (b). in the rough stiff paper I find the 
eagle in a circle about 10 cm. in diameter and the sweep of the ‘g’ does not 
reach by any means as far as that in the last figure. The machinery used 
for these sheets was certainly not arranged for one sheet alone but also for a 
second one (perhaps without watermark) because on the upper edge of the 
sheet the cut by which it was separated from another part is easily 
recognized. I scarcely believe that the other half of the machinery was 
also arranged with watermark. The manufacture of such machinery with 
eagle, frame, inscription, etc., is so expensive that it is hardly likely that more 
than one watermark was made for the manufacture of the reprints. 

In manufacturing paper, it is much more expensive to use the smaller 
machinery, but in manufacturing these reprints, where the price received is 
far in excess of the value of the paper, the cost plays no important part. 


Among the sheets thus manufactured (reprints according to my views) I 
have found a number that bear to the right and left of the eagle a six-rayed 
star 12 mm. long and also a somewhat larger one, 17 mm. in size. These 
stars are placed at a distance of 6.4 cm. to the left and 10 cm. to the right 
of the center of the circle containing the eagle. 

As I cannot find any mention, in the decree, of such stars and as I have 
never found them in any genuine sheets, I consider these stars as merely an 
addition made for the benefit of the reprinted sheets. We cannot find any 
reason why stars should be added to the watermark on the genuine sheets, 
but their existence among the reprints is more easily explained. The manu- 
facturer probably wanted to make more varieties in order to sell more of his 
wares. Has this not frequently happened with surcharged stamps? This, 
however, is certain, that all reprinted sheets on rough paper whether they 
bear a small or large star, or none at all are made by the same set of machi- 
nery, as the differences in the watermarks are so slight that they can be at- 
tributed to the different states of dampness in which the sheets were remov- 
ed from the rolls, and the consequent differences in shrinking _It is difficult 
to realize that watermarks made from different sets of machiney should be 
absolutely alike, as they are woven in by means of wires. However, as all 
the eagles, as well as all the other parts of the watermarks found on the 
rough paper are exactly alike, I must conclude that the same machinery was 
used, first without star, then with small star and finally with large star. 


4th—7THE STAMP. 


Or 
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In the undoubtedly genuine sheets, as has already been stated in part 3rd, 
the stamp is placed almost equally distant from the upper and lower edges 
(a) whereas in the entire sheets of the reprints it is placed horizontally on one 
side of the eagle, the right hand end running somewhat into the circle (b), 
as per illustration. In the half sheets, the stamp is much further up than 
in the genuine, that is to say, it is about in the upper third of the sheet, (c). 
I have also seen another kind of counterfeit, in which the paper and stamp 
were undoubtedly genuine, only the stamp was not impressed in the manner 
in which it should have been, but upside down, that is to say the upper part 
instead of the lower facing the eagle. I have also seen a blue stamp instead 
of the colorless one on genuine half sheets, This can be easily explained in 
that the stamped half of a genuine sheet was cut off and a new stamp impress- 
ed in the other half by the counterfeiter; thus he produced two genuine (?) 
half sheets from one genuine one, 

Until now we have dealt only with the new manufacture, or we may say re- 
prints, of these sheets, which were provided with genuine stamps and in 
which the sheets were manufactured with the original machinery. 

The following borders on counterfeiting : 


sth A DDRESSES. 


The ink on the addresses as well as the letters contained in all the ur- 
doubtedly genuine sheets, show a normal fading. In the reprints, which, by 
the way, I have never seen with any letters but only with addresses, the 
writing was either so black that it is impossible that it could have been from 
60 to 70 years old, or else it was so faded that that it can have been done 
only by a chemical process. Every address on these reprints read as fol- 
lows : 

(a) Sua Eccellenza 
Il Signore Ministro dell Interno, 
Torino. 

To his Excellency—the Minister of the Interior—Turin. However, the 
Minister of the Interior must have had a name and the addresses should 
probably have read as follows: 

A Sua Eccellenza, 
Il Signore (Name), Ministro dell Interno 
di Sua Majesta 
Torino. 

As stated before, all addressed reprints which have passed through our 
hands were, without exeception, addressed to the nameless minister of the 
Interior. The civic authorities (to judge from the seal almost all were mu- 
nicipal) must be supposed to have known the name of the minister, as well 
as the form of address in vogue at that time. 

I therefore consider the status of the incorrect addresses established, 
and can look upon them as bungling forgeries. Of course the hand writings 
of these addresses are different, and only those which are supposed to origin- 
ate in the same place are written by the same parties. But this will prove 
nothing, as it is easy enough to find a number of people who will accomodate 
anybody by writing addresses. 

Then if we presume, although we do not admit it, that these entire and 
half sheets were used to enclose letters addressed to an un-named minister 
of the Interior, how are we to believe that so many of such wrappers should 
have been saved until now? If they were used only for the purpose of en- 





AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY. 449 





veloping letters, the Minister would undoubtedly have thrown them into his 
waste basket, and it is certain that at that period there were no gifted em- 
ployes of the office who prophesied the great interest that would attach to 
these sheets in after years from a Philatelic standpoint. 

We have not seen any genuine sheets with genuine letters addressed to 
any officials except those of the postoffice. and it is a fair conclusion that all 
such addressed to an unnamed Minister of the interior are recent manufac- 
tures; besides the designation “Sardinian envelopes” is undoubtedly incor- 
rect. In the decree it was plainly ordered that the letters were to be written 
on the postally stamped paper and not to be enclosed in them. We have 
not been able to find any evidence that such enclosures were permitted. 


6th—SZALS. 


All the seals, at least all that I have seen, on sheets which were supposed 
to have been used as envelopes bore the Sardinian eagle and the inscription 
“commune de” and name of the town. However, as in all countries (and 
probably in Sardinia as well) each city had its own arms, it does not seem 
likely to me that all the Sardinian cities should have had the same eagle, and 
that name of the town formed the only difference. Is it not more likely that 
for the seals of the reprints only a single one without the name of any town 
was manufactured, and a number were reproduced by electrotyping to which 
the names of various towns were added? 


7th—CANCELLATION. 
In the many dozens of genuine sheets which I have seen, originating in the 
different cities of Sardinia, e.g., Turin, Genoa, Novara, Cunio, Alessandria, 
Chambery and many others, all of which had been forwarded through the mails, 


GENOVA NOVARA 
21 -DIC 19.G1U. 


the cancellation was in very oily ink, almost always black and very seldom red, 
and without exception in large Roman letters made by an unpracticed hand, 
and impressed diagonally at the upper right hand end. Below,the name of the 
name town was the date in antique numerals. The letters differ somewhat in 
size but never in character. The smallest that I found were on the Genoa 
cancellation, and the largest on that of Novara. The oil in the color of 
every letter had soaked into the paper and formed yellow spots around each 
one, as is to be expected in such old impressions made with oily ink. Also, 
with very few exceptions the reverse of each sheet showed the hand stamp, 
in similar characters, of the town addressed. 

In the reprints, however, the names of the towns are in more modern 
characters, of a kind which can hardly have been in use at that time in Sar- 
dinia. They are impressed very clearly and carefully, horizontally in black 


ALBENCA FINALE FOSSANOGENOVA 


and sometimes in red in an excellent quality of printer’s ink. Besides, we 
find no trace of the oil around the letters. An expert declares these names 
were printed on the sheets with good printer’s ink, which can certainly not 
have been the case with the cancellations used at that time. We also 
find neither the date of posting nor the date of receipt of these sheets at 
their destination. 
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Besides, the decree of Nov. 7th, 1818, expressly states that letters written on 
the Postally Stamped Paper which are sent through the mails were not to be 
entitled to any reduction from the usual tax. We therefore fail to find any 
reason why these municipalities should have used this paper in addressing 
the Minister of the Interior. Would this not have been an entirely useless 
expenditure? We cannot find any later decree by which letters on Stamped 
Paper were to be forwarded through the mails post free. We may also ad- 
duce as evidence, that on half sheets addressed from Genoa to Turin we find 
stamps of 15 and 25 cen. and on some addressed from Fossaro to Turin, 
about half the distance, we find some of 50 cen. and some addressed from 
Finale to a distance somewhat greater than that between Genoa and Turin some 
stamps of 15 Cen. etc. What is the reason for this inequality? I unhesitat- 
ing express the opinion that the printed na:nes of towns are simply forgeries 
which will be easily recognized by an investigator. At least the forger 
should have used the precaution of selecting his stamps with due regard to 
the distances to be travelled. As to the use to which the remainders of the 
sheets were put, all that we can say is, that they, as well as all of the provis- 
ional issues, were used for Inter Postal Correspondence. Among a number 
of sheets used postally I have found one of the year 1839 with a postal im- 
print contait.ing a notice that insufficient postage had been paid on a certain 
letter. From this late date we may judge that almost all of the remaining 
stock of the paper was used for Inter Postal Correspondence. 

Genuine used sheets might be found in moderate quantities among family 
papers or among the correspondence of old business houses as well as in 
the archives of the postoffice or perhaps those of other departments, But 


certainly we can find no reason why so many genuine unused sheets should 
have been found. 


About cut specimens I shall not say much, as I have had only a small num- 
ber of these in my hands. All that I have had were undoubtedly reprints. 
The dies are genuine but the paper is not correct. Whoever has minutely 
examined any genuine sheets will find this immediately. In the blue stamps 
the paper is much rougher, stronger and softer than the genuine, whereas in 
the colorless stamps the paper is much smoother than in that of the genuine 
stamps. Besides this the cut specimens are usually sold as reprints. At the 
same time, I would advise everybody not to buy any cut specimens offered as 
originals and pay a high price for them, as real cut specimens can exist in 
only very limited quantities. It is possible that recently new counterfeits 
have been made in which the stamp is correctly impressed, but the quality 
of the paper will show them to any connoisseur. In order to distinguish 
such. forgeries the eagle will form the best kind of test, asin all probability 
the same watermark as that employed in the early reprints, would be 
used. 

For the real student of postage stamps the Postally Stamped paper of Sar- 
dinia, although not an evidence of prepayment of postage, wili possess con- 
siderable interest and will merit a place in his collection. Genuine entire 
sheets are extremely rare, and are sold at such high prices that no great 
number of Philatelists will be able to purchase them. Others will have no 
other recourse except to purchase reprints when they can be bought at a 
reasonable price and when they are sold for what they are. Half sheets I 
consider of but little value as only entire sheets were actually used at the 


the time, and as they can show only half of the watermark instead of the 
whole of it. 
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Until now I have never found any original cut specimens but only reprints 
made from original dies. I should think that 50 pfenning would be a good 
price for the entire set of six, three with blue and three with colorless stamp 





THE OFFICIAL STAMPS OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA, 
BY M. P. CASTLE. 
(Continued from page 348.) 
(Philatelic Record.) 





The classification of the numerous varieties of these stamps is a matter of 
considerable difficulty, as neither design nor watermark permit of any arrange- 
ment, symmetrical or synchronous. Oceania somewhat glosses over the diffi- 
culty by saying that “the lettering is found printed in various colours upon 
almost every variety of type, colour, shade, watermark, and perforation,” 
As referring to the departmental letters this is hardly a correct description: 
in types, there are only the two varieties of the 2d.: the 1d., which is alluded 
to later on in the forenamed work as “scarce, except O.S. on Type II.,” I 
have never yet seen with any other surcharge. In the sheets of official re- 
prints, issued by the South Australian Post Office Department on the 23rd 
April, 1884, the date of issue of the 1d of the second type is given as January, 
1875, which is the date I have ventured to assign, for reasons given, for the 
issue of the surcharge of “O.S.” It therefore seems feasible that this type 
was never used for the various separate departments, and this surmise is sup- 
ported by the fact that its predecessor (Type I.) is not infrequently found 
bearing the letters ““O.S.” postmarked early in 1875, thus indicating that the 
old stock was not used up at the time of the change of the lettering. It is 
therefore hardly likely that the authorities would go back again to the old 
lettering on the new issue, when even the obsolete one had received the new 
surcharge. If my assumption on this head is correct, it is distinctly corrobora- 
tive as to the date of issue of the “O. S.” As to the remaining portion of the 
definitions in Oceania, before mentioned, it would have been perhaps more 
correct to have written, “That all the values have been seen bearing some 
variety of these departmental letters in either red, blue, or black; but that no 
opportunity has as yet arisen to ascertain which values, watermarks, per- 
forations, or shades are peculiar to the several departments respectively.” 

The table of degrees of rarity, quoted on page 158 of last month’s Record, 
will also require to be modified in view of recent knowledge. The 1d. ,I 
have already alluded to; the 2d is described as common. But there are two- 
pennies and twopennies! The 3d., with the red surcharge, is no longer un- 
known; to the 4d. the same remark applies as to the 2d.; the rs., orange or 
yellow, will also probably remain unknown, as it was superseded in July, 1862, 
by the brown stamp! The definitions of the other values are also susceptible 
of amendment or explanation. which, however, I can better do under the 
heads of the respective letters in my list. 

It is obviously far easier to criticise what little has been done before, than 
to make a new departure without any definite compass to steer by. It was 
therefore with considerable hesitation that, after consultation with one or two 
friendly collectors, I ultimately decided to mount my lettered South Australian 
stamps on the lines that I propose to explain. The first natural impulse 
would be to arrange these stamps by the type, but it will be seen that these 
vary, both as to dates of issue and design, the 2d. appearing in two varieties; 
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the watermarks also are a somewhat indiscriminate mixture, and are found 
varying as often as three times on the same stamp—there was therefore no 
reliable system to be deduced here; the dates of issue also offered no feasible 
scheme, as the stamps were not issued in sets or groups. Again, the attempt 
to arrange each value alphabetically under its initial letters failed utterly, as 
in very many instances, with the most extended search, I had failed to find 
the stamps, and it is probable that their use was very vicarious, otherwise 
this system would have been a good one. In despair I at last had recourse 
to the least important of the distinctive qualifications of a stamp—perforation— 
to enable me to reduce the arrangement of these stamps to anything approach- 
ing asystem, I think I cannot better illustrate this plan than by reproducing 
the synopsis, or table of dates, that I have written on the first page of the 
lettered South Australian stamps in my own collection, premising that the 
‘dates of issue are approximate only, being taken from Oceania, and if the 
Specimen Sheet before alluded to is reliable, may have to be somewhat modi- 
fied when the next list of the general issues is prepared. 

Chronological Table of the issues on which the separately-léttered De- 
partmental Surcharges are found, roughly classified according to Perforations: 


A. ROULETTED. 


Date. Values. Watermark, 
59-64 - - - d., 2d., 6d., od., 1s. - - Star. 
"66-67 - - - 10d, - - - - - 4 
67 - - - 4d., 2s, - - . . <a 
68 - - - 2d. Type ll. - - S.A. and Crown. 
"69 - - 2d. seen uate .  . ee 

B. ROULETTED AND PERFORATED 11%. 
’68-’9 - - - 1d., 4d., 6d., rod., 1s. - - Star. 
"70 - . - 2d., Type II. - - - eo 

C. PERFORATED 11%, 

68 - - - 2d., Type II. - -  §.A. and Crown. 
68 - - - 2d, 1“ - - - Star. 
°68-'72 - - - 1d., 3d., 4d., 6d., rod., 1s, 2s. ” 


D. PERFORATED 10. 


"10 - - - 2d. - - - §.A. and Crown. 
*71-'4 - - - 1d.,3d., 4d., 6d., rod., 1s., 2s. Star. 
a: - - - 2d., 4d. - - - -  V.and Crown. 
E. PERFORATIONS COMPOUND. 
"70 - - - 2d. Type II. - - §.A. and Crown. 
BL - - - id, 3d., 4d., 6d., rod., 1s., 2s. Star. 


Note.—Unless otherwise mentioned the first Type is the one cited; the rs 
is, of course, brown. 

It will be obvious that even this system is but a faulty one, occasionally 
cumbersome, and often, as will be seen, involved; but it seems to me as good 
as any other, and I therefore present it for what it is worth, and invite col- 
lectors to arrange their Departmentals according to it until a better scheme 
can be devised. There are, of course, none of the imperforate stamps that 
bear these surcharges, as they were all long obsolete before 1868. The Roulet- 
ted Series, which come first, appear to have borne the brunt of the shock, as 
all the values with roulettes are to be found with either one or other of the 
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surcharges, and, as will be noted later on, more complete sets are found here 
as a rule than in the case of the perforated stamps. With regard to the 
series combining roulettes and perforations, the order adopted is perhaps 
chronologically incorrect; but by the postmarked specimens that I have, the 
interval could have been but a short one, whereas by placing these next the 
whole of the perforations follow each other. As regards the various gauges 
of perforations, I have, as far as I am able, placed them in their chronological 
order; but it will be obvious that this can only be approximate, as there seems 
to have been no set rule. There can, however, be no doubt whatever that 
the first to appear was that measuring 11%, and of which the 2d., Type L., is 
so rarely found. The 1o gauge can be fairly placed next, from the study of 
the watermarks and the dated specimens, while of the compound perforated 
specimens, I have seen the ordinary issues used practically up todate. There 
are so many varieties of these “compounds” that they can best be generically 
classed here, and particularised under their respective letters. 

I will now proceed to enumerate the various specimens that I have in my 
possession, or have scez in the collections of others. Those that I indicate 
with a note of enquiry are varieties that I have heard of, or have reason to 
believe may exist; but such existence must not be assumed, nor should I in- 
clude them but for the desire to get further information for future guidance 
in a revised catalogue of these stamps. For the same reason I have adopted 
a somewhat colloquial, and perhaps discursive, method in my notes to the 
various departments, in the hope perhaps that, being less “dry,’’ they will lead 
to enquiry and amplification at the hands of other collectors and writers. 
With this hoped for accumulation of knowledge they can, I trust, be some 
day duly condensed on the strictest scientific principles. 


(Zo be Continued.) 





NEW SOUTH WALES. 


1851-54, LAUREATED HEAD OF QUEEN. 
REMAINDERS AND REPRINTS. 


Monthly Journal. 





For some months past, articles have appeared in the various philatelic 
journals tending to throw doubt upon what we have been selling as remain- 
ders of these stamps, and we have been making enquiries in various quarters 
to get at the truth of these reports, and we will now lay before our readers 
a full account of the matter, together with the conclusions we have come to, 
and the action we intend to take. 

The stamps in question are those with the laureated head of Queen, with- 
out watermark, being the 2d. blue (stars in upper corners), 6d. brown of the 
second plate, and the 8d. orange-yellow. 

The first that was heard in England of the alleged finding of these stamps, 
was by letters from Dawson A. Vindin & Co., Victoria Arcade, Elizabeth 
Street, Sydney, New South Wales, who wrote to various philatelists, under 
date of December 7th, 1887, stating that eight sheets of each of the above 
stamps had been discovered, and offering to each one a set of three sheets for 
the net price of £200. In various letters during the following few months, 
Messrs. Vindin & Co. stated, among other things, that the plates of these 
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stamps were not in existence, that they guaranteed them to be old originals, 
and genuine in all respects, and that they came from a high official in Sydney; 
they also guaranteed in writing that there were no more of these stamps than 
the eight sheets. 

The stamps when received here excited a large amonnt of interest, and 
after careful comparison by the late Mr. T. K. Tapling, and by Mr. M. P. 
Castle, the stamps were pronounced to be identical with the plates that had 
already been constructed, and no doubt was entertained that they were from 
the original plates. 

The next we hear of these stamps was some twelve months later, when a 
Mr. Alfred Van Dyck, from Sydney, visited London. Mr. Van Dyck, who 
was well known by correspondence with English collectors, had the reputation 
of being an advanced philatelist, and a man of considerable means; he had 
with him a remarkably fine collection of stamps belonging to himself, and 
this collection was purchased for cash down by our own firm. He also had 
with him a collection belonging to Dr. Andrew Houison, of Sydney, This 
collection was placed in the hands of Messrs. Ventom, Bull, & Cooper, and 
was sold by public auction, and the net proceeds handed over to Mr. Van 
Dyck. Finally this person placed in the hands of Mr. Thomas Bull, of the 
said firm, some scores of sets of sheets of the before-named 2d., 6d., and 8d. 
stamps, for realisation. The history of these stamps, as given by Mr. Van 
Dyck, was that they were the last printings from the original plates, but the 
plates having become too much worn, the stamps were considered too poor 
impressions to be put into use, and it was stated that these sheets had been 
kept in the printer’s office in Sydney. Mr. Van Dyck further stated that he 
had secured these stamps through the aid of one of the very highest officials in 
Sydney. (The name of this gentleman was mentioned verbally, but as we 
have not got it in writing, we do not consider ourselves at liberty to give it.) 
The amount asked for the stamps was a large one, but an arrangement 
was eventually made by which Mr. Thomas Bull and two other gentlemen 
jointly purchased the parcel of stamps, paying for them in cash. Mr. Van 
Dyck then disappeared from the scene, and, we understand, has not been seen 
since in Australia; and we also understand that he has not accounted to Dr. 
Houison for the money that was paid to him for the doctor's collection. 


The syndicate of three, at this time holding the stamps, commenced gradu- 
ally to auction them, and high prices were at first realized. Eventually, 
however, our services were called in, and we were asked if we would purchase 
them. As the price asked was a high one, we were unable to do this; but 
eventually we agreed to take charge of the stock, and to sell them at a fixed 
rate, receiving a commission for all sold, and paying the balance over to the 
syndicate who were the owners. The stock was placed in our hands on 
September 18th, 1890, and consisted of 


5798 : ‘ 2d., blue. 
8597 ‘ ° 6d., brown. 
3998 ‘ ‘ 8d., yellow. 


We sold a quantity of these stamps in the belief that they were as stated, 
that is, genuine original remainders, printed from the original plates at the 
time the genuine stamps were used. About May this year various articles 
were published in the Philatelic press tending to throw discredit on these 
stamps, and on the 5th of May we wrote to the Right Hon. Lord Knutsford. 
head of the Colonial Office, asking if he could obtain us any information on 
this matter. We had an answer to our letter on the gth of that month, stat- 
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ing that Lord Knutsford had no information on the subject, and referring us 
to the Government of New South Wales. On May 2gth we sent the following 
letter to the Postmaster-General, Sydney. 


“We have been in communication with the Foreign Office here in relation 
to the matter mentioned below, and Lord Knutsford now desires us to write 
direct to you for full particulars on this subject. 

“ A rumour is now current in this trade which causes a large amount of 
blame to be thrown on your Department ; namely, that some of the early and 
obsolete issues of New South Wales have been reprinted. We cannot guar- 
antee the truth of this repurt, but the effects of it are that stamps which 
some two years ago were worth from £10 to £15 are now realising only a 
few shillings each. 

““We enclose you herewith samples of three stamps most referred to; 
namely, the laureated head of Queen, 2d. blue, 6d. brown, and 8d. yellow. 

“To the best of our belief these stamps were brought to London by a cer- 
tain Mr. Van Dyck, of Sydney, and were sold in various quarters. 

“We understand that Mr. Van Dyck stated that these stamps were a lot 
that had been found in the office of the printer in Sydney, and that they 
were late impressions from the dies, which had worn too much to permit the 
stamps to be put in circulation. 

“We shall now be obliged if you will inform us: 

“ Firstly, At what date the stamps like those we enclose you were printed ? 


“Secondly, Whether any of these stamps have been reprinted of recent 
years? and if so, at what date? 

“Thirdly, If the plates for printing these stamps are still in existence? 

“This matter is of considerable importance to the trade, and we also think 
that for the credit of one of our best Colonies such reports as are now in cir- 
culation may be officially denied. We therefore trust that you will have the 
kindness to let us have a full answer by an early mail.” 

In reply to the above letter we received the following one from Mr. S. S. 
Lambton, Secretary to the Post-office at Sydney : 


“ GENERAL Post-OFFICE, SYDNEY, 
“24th July, 1891. 

“GENTLEMEN,—In replying specifically to the questions asked in your let- 
ter dated the 29th May last, I have the honour to inform you: rst, That the 
stamps which you refer to (herewith returned), namely, the 2d. blue, 6d. 
brown, and 8d_ yellow, laurelled wreathed design, were issued, the 2d. in 
1851, the 6d. in 1852, and the 8d. in 1853 ; and they continued in use until 
the succeeding new issues, namely, the 6d. and 8d. in 1854, and the 2d. in 
1856. znd, Postage stamps are not printed in this office, but in the Govern- 
ment Printing Office, and so far as can be ascertained none of these stamps 
have been reprinted of recent years. 3rd, That it is understood that the 


plates were destroyed, and there is no official evidence of the existence of 
any of them. 


“Tt is a matter of surprise to this Department that any stamps from these 
plates should be put into the London market as genuine, and it would be 
interesting to this office to have any particulars of an authentic kind that 
would throw any light upon the matter, either in regard to the existence of 
a forged plate ; to any of the genuine plates, believed to have been destroyed, 
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having escaped destruction; or as to any quantity of genuine stamps’from 
these plates having found their way to London. 
“T have the honour to be, Gentlemen, 
“Your obedient servant, 
“ (Signed) S. S. Lampton, Secretary.” 


As will be seen, but little information can be gathered from this letter ; but 
we have been able to obtain further information from Mr. Basset Hull, and 
we copy the following remarks from his journal for July last. 

Mr. Hull recently took a trip to Sydney, and gives an account of our con- 
nection with these stamps. He then proceeds as follows.* 

* * * * * * 


The above facts are al! that we have been able to obtain on this subject, 
and after careful consideration we feel that we must come to the same con- 
clusion as that arrived at by Mr. Basset Hull. 

Firstly, we now believe that the original plates are in the possession of 
Mr. Van Dyck, who has either obtained them by favour, or possibly pur- 
chased them in some curiosity shop in Sydney, 

Secondly, we believe that the stamps that have been sold by us as original 
remainders are reprints of recent date, but they are undoubtedly from the 
original dies. 

The next matter for our consideration is, as to the position we now hold 
towards those of our customers who have purchased these stamps as orignal 
remainders, and on.the faith of our guarantee. 

Although the matter will entail a heavy loss on us, we have decided to 
take back such stamps at the price we received for them on the following 
conditions: Firstly, all such stamps must be returned to us on or before rst 
February, 1892; after that date no stamps can be exchanged. Secondly, 
stamps will only be received back in perfect condition, and in the same state 
as sold by us; that is to say, that where we sold stamps in entire sheets they 
must be returned in sheets, and not cut up. Thirdly, the full amount paid 
for such stamps as are returned will be credited to the accounts of those re- 
turning them, and we shall be obliged if our clients would send a list of 
other stamps which they wish to receive to the the value of those returned, 
or if specially desired, the full amount will be remitted in cash. 

We have now explained all we know about these stamps: and we hereby 
state that we will willingly open our columns to receive letters from anyone 
who can throw light upon this matter; and we especially call upon Messrs. 
D. A. Vindin & Co. to clear themselves from the imputations cast upon them, 
and to throughly explain their connection with Mr. Van Dyck. 

Just as we are going to press, we notice the following advertisement by the 
Scott Stamp & Coin Co., Ltd., in their last journal; 

“THE CHEAPEST YET, 

“We have just purchased the remainder of the sheets of the Laureated 
Head Issue of New South Wales of the 6-pence and 8-pence values, 

“These sheets are extremely valuable to the collector, as they contain all 
the varieties on the plates, and render it easy to discover any counterfeit by 
comparison. 


“We now offer these sheets cheaper than they have ever been offered. 
“Sheet of 25 6d. . : : . $12.50 
“ 508d. . ‘ : . $25.00” 


* We refrain from publishing this as we already printed it in last month’s number of the 
AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY. 
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This strikes us as very curious. We have not sold our stock of these 
sheets to the Scott Stamp & Coin Co., and yet they state that they have pur- 
chased the remainder. We therefore call upon this Company to add their 
quota of information, and to let us know from whom they have purchased 
the so-called remainder. 

STANLEY GIBBONS, LIMITED. 


NOTE. 


At the last moment we received the enclosed interesting article from Mr. 
M. P. Castle, which we cannot do better than insert here in full. We are 
glad to say that Mr. Castle confirms our views, and he is able to bring for- 
ward Vindin’s letters; we would also draw our readers’ special attention to 
the questions which, at the end of this article, Mr. Castle asks of the Sydney 
Philatelic Society, the Postmaster-General of New South Wales, and of Mr. 
Vindin, 

For the benefit of the officials in Sydney, we may mention that Mr. Castle 
is eminently capable of writing upon this matter, as he is the greatest col- 
lector of the day of Australian stamps, and is also Vice-President of the 
London Philatelic Society. 


STANLEY GIBBONS, LIMITED. 
THe LaureATE “ REMAINDERS” OF 
New SoutH WALEs. 
BY M. P, CASTLE, 

I VENTURE to think that the time has now come when, in the interests of 
collectors, and in defence of the pseudo-attacks on the déna fides of your firm, 
I may say a word or two on the subject. Although, with other members of 
the London Philatelic Society, I have been a victim of themysterous trans- 
actions involved in the sale of these stamps, I have felt constrained to keep 
silence for fear of inflicting aninjury on those who, like yourselves, have legi- 
timately and honestly acquired an interest in them. The reasons I hold 
sufficient for now “having my say” on this subject are, firstly, the action 
taken by the South Australian Philatelic Society ; secondly, the article con- 
tained in the Federal Australian Philatelist for July ; and thirdly, an adver- 
tisement in the August number of the American Journal of Philately. 

As to the first point, it is common knowledge that the correspondence 
which I reproduce below took place early this year ; but in case any of our 
readers in this country have not seen it, and in view of its interesting nature, 
I should like it to be placed before all who wish to form an impartial 
judgment. 

** GERMAN CLUB BUILDING, PirIE STREET, 
“ADELAIDE, 2d February, 1891. 
“ The Postmaster-General, Sydney, New South Wales. 

S1r.—On behalf of the Philatelic Society of South Australia, I beg respect- 
fully to ask if there were any unused Remainders of New South Wales Post- 
age Stamps of the issue 1851-54 sold by your Department within the last 
yearor two? The reason of my inquiry will be apparent to you after perusal 
of Stanley Gibbons and Co.’s (Limited) advertisement. enclosed herewith, 
taken from Stanley Gibbons and Co.’s (Limited) Monthly Journal for 
October, 1890. 

“The general belief of the members of my Society is, that these stamps 
are not genuine Government Remainders, but have been manufactured by 
some person to dupe stamp collectors. However, this is only surmise, and I 
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should esteem it an honour if you would give me any information in the 
matter, 
“ Trusting to have the honour of your reply, 
“‘T have the honour to be, Sir, 
“Your obedient servant, 
“O. W. RosenHAM, 
“ Secretary Philatelic Society of South Australia.” 
The advertisement enclosed states that the firm mentioned had secured 

the entire stock, and offered them at. 

42 for the plate of 50 varieties of 2d. 

me) Seis 25 " 6d. 

7 “ce ““ 50 ae 8d. 
or £11 10s. for the three plates together. 


“ GENERAL Post OFfFice, SYDNEY, 
“* February 12th, 1891. 

Sir,—In reply to your inquiry of the 2nd inst. as to whether there are any 
unused Remainders of New South Wales Postage Stamps of 1851-54, I have 
the honour to inform you that the matter was referred to the Inspector of 
Stamps, Government Printing-Office, who reports that ‘there have been no 
Government Remainders of these stamps since I have been Inspector of 
Stamps, and as far as I can ascertain for many years previously. Without 
seeing the stamps I cannot give an opinion of their genuineness.’ 

“I have the honour to be, Sir, 
“Your most obedient servant, 
“* (Signed) S., H. Lampton, Secretary.” 

As to the second point, Mr. Basset Hull, (presumably) after also publishing 
the forgoing, proceeds to state that although cognisant of the correspondence, 
he abstained from taking any action in the matter until he had the oppor- 
tunity of personal investigation into the matter, as he was unwilling to cast 
any slur upon firms of well-known reputation. This opportunity he had in 
a recent visit to Sydney, when he procured specimens of the so-called laur- 
eate remainders, and submitted them to Mr. Dagarno, the Assistant Secre- 
tary of the General Post-office, “himself an earnest philatelist.” This 
gentleman forthwith pronounced the stamps as forgeries, adding, “that the 
colours were not in the same shade as the originals, that no Government re- 
mainders had ever existed, and that no official reprints had ever been made, 
though the question had been mooted”’ (these italics are mine), “ for the very 
sufficient reason that she plates could not be found.” Mr. Hull then laid the 
stamps before Mr. G. Kellick, the accountant of the Government Printing- 
offices, who had been coneected with the stamp issuing department ever 
since 1857, and is also a philatelist. ‘The specimens were submitted to a 
practical printer, who pronounced them impressions from a copper or steel- 
plate, and of comparatively recent origin, Mr. Kellick stated that they were, 
to his certain knowledge, neither Government remainders or official reprints. 
If the former, they would have certainly been entered in the stamp printing 
books, and their issue accounted for in the usual way, As to the latter, it 
was impossible, as any such would have come under his immediate supervis- 
ion ; and, moreover, the plates were non-existent. He also rediculed the 
supposition that they were proof impressions, firstly, from their state of wear, 
which we all knew here; and secondly, which we did not know, from the 
number, “as one or two sheets at most would be printed in such case.” Mr. 
Kellick produced two steel plates, the faces of which were ground down 
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quite smooth, obliterating all traces of engraving. These were described 
officially as the 1d. and 2d. (Laureates); but the latter is of course wrong, as 
the photograph of this plate defaced by hatchet cuts is well known to all 
readers of Dr. Houison’s book, and the original of it is still in the printing 
office at Sydney. It must therefore have been the 3d. instead. ‘This ac- 
counts for four plates of the Laureate series, as the 2d. was re-engraved, form- 
ing what is now called Plate III. The intermediate 2d., with the stars in 
the corner, engraved on copper, the 6d. of Carmichael entrusted to Jervis to 
re-engrave, and the 8d. form the complement. ‘The official statement is 
that none of these can be found.” Mr. Hull then proceeds to say—(See 
paragraph quoted by our sh eacatee beginning, “ Now a curious fact comes 
to light.”—Ep. ) 

He then shortly sums up the subsequent history of these stamps, their 
placement in the English market at £150 to £200 per set, the inclusion of 
the 8d. blue “proofs,” and their gradual decline in price and increase in 
quantity and finally concludes that they are not Government Remainders or 
“Official Reprints,” but “ Reprints struck from the original plates by some 
person who has obtained possession of them in some manner unknown to the 
Government of New South Wales.” He finally, without imputing any bad 
faith on the part of Messrs. Stanley Gibbons & Co., calls upon them to quote 
their evidence as to their title to be called “Government Remainders,” and, 
generally speaking, leaves the onus of further explanation on the shoulders of 
your firm. 

As to the third point. The advertisement alluded to the American 
Journal of Philately of August last is as follows : 


“Scorr Stamp & Coin Co:, LimITep. 
“12 East Twenty-third Street, New York, N. Y. 


“ THE CHEAPEST YET, 

“We have just purchased the remainder of the sheets of the Laureated 
Head Issue of New South Wales of the 6d. and 8d. values. These sheets 
are extremely valuable to the collector, as they contain all the varieties on 
the plates, and render it easy to discover any counterfeit by comparison. 
We now offer these sheets cheaper than they have ever been offered. 

“Sheet of 25 6d. . . , . $12.50 
“508d. . . $25.00 

“We also have a few sheets of the 8d. printed i in blue, and showing the 50 
varieties, which we offer for $10.00 per sheet.”’ 

To summarise the proceding, it will be seen that an enormous quantity of 
these “stamps” is now in the market. I believe I am correct in saying that 
Messrs. Stanley Gibbons acquired the power to sell their stock in an abso- 
lutely straightforward manner, that they came to them through a gentleman 
who believed he had bought “ the entire stock ” firsthand, and that the quan- 
tity of all the values consisted of about 20,000 stamps. including the 8d. blue 
proofs. That the “Remainder” has not been absorbed in this country is 
evident ; and if the price asked by the Scott Stamp & Coin Co. is any criter- 
ion, they should have double the quantity of their London competitors. 
The former advertise them as “the cheapest yet.” There may be several 
‘“‘yets”’ before the bottom is touched! There are then, many thousands of 
these stamps on offer; and having stated the present aspect of the market, I 
will as briefly as I can, select from a voluminous correspondence such infor- 
mation as was vouched to me—as I believe almost the first simple fly invited 
into this tangled spider’s web. 
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On November 24th, 1887, Mr. Dawson A. Vindin, of Sydney, wrote me as 
follows, in a letter treating of other matters, the whole of the correspondence 
and the proposals being, as stated by him, on his own account, and not on 
that of Messrs. D. A. Vindin and Co.:— 

““ We have on hand three complete plates of unused originals 1851-55 issue, 
2d. star in corner, 6d. brown and 8d. orange, for which we require the sum 
of £200 CasH (100 stamps). These stamps have been in the hands of a 
Government Official for many years, and as the plates are not in existence 
(as you can ascertain by making inquiries) they are well worth the price we 
ask. ‘They are under offers to several collectors in Paris, so, should you care 
for them, you might cable to ‘Vindin, Sydney,’ the one word ‘ Accepted,’ 
and we will reserve them for you.” 

Replying upon this statement as accurate, and that “they ” meant, as it 
reads, that the same three sheets were the only ones on offer, I cabled 
promptly, that if complete and perfect I would purchase them at the price 
named. 

The next letter from Mr. Vindin is dated December 7th, 1887 : 

“Enclosed I beg to hand you, on approval, three entire sheets of the fol- 
lowing New South Wales stamps of the issue 1851-55. Warranted originals. 

One of 50 2d., blue with stars. 
One of 25 6d., brown. 
One of 50 8d., orange. 

One hundred and twenty-five stamps in all. Price £200 NETT CASH the 
set. These are part of a lot of 8 sets of sheets (24 in all), recently dis- 
covered in an office here, where they have been since the date of issue. 
They are unique and exceedingly cheap. Three sets have been disposed of 
in Sydney forcash down. I am to-day sending away three sets, on approval, 
to yourself, E. S., and D. A., all at the same price. If you care to keep them 
please remit the amount by bank draft on Sydney by return mail. Should 
you have no use for them at the price you would very greatly oblige by re- 
turning them at once, as I feel sure of selling them in Australia should they 
come back.” 

This letter was received by me about a fortnight after the last quoted, and 
ten to twelve days after I had cabled my acceptance of “the” three sheets, 
and was dispatched of course a month or so before the receipt of my tele- 
gram. The existence of eight sets of sheets, twenty-four in all, is here first 
disclosed, and of course was a great surprise tome. Acting on the belief 
that the plates were, like the other Laureates and Sydney's, all destroyed, and 
knowing that New South Wales had a clear record as to reprints, I believed 
at first that these stamps were old, and that if not the actually issued stamps 
were trial sheets, printed perhaps shortly after they were out of use—as a 
trial of the state of the plates—for some especial purpose. In common with 
other and better judgesthan I am, I considered that the paper and impress- 
ions were old, and that if not the “rose ” “lived so near it’’ as to be an 
eminently desirable acquisition to a collector of Australian stamps. The 
gentlemen who received the two other sets declining to purchase, in conjunc- 
tion with a friend I offered to purchase the four sets sent to Europe—the 
fourth having been sent to, and subsequently kept by, the late Mr. T. K. 
Tapling. Suspicious circumstances, such as the apparent existence of a 
ninth set, an expert’s opinion on the paper, and the strong adverse feeling of 
many members of the London Society, caused me, fortunately in time, to de- 
mand more explicit proofs of the correctness of Mr. Vindin’s statements, and 
these not being forthcoming, the matter fell through. Had the plates been 
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destroyed, and the number been limited as stated, there can be no doubt 
that—whatever they were—these sheets would have been as valuable as inter- 
esting to any collector of Australian stamps. 

The following is an excerpt from a letter addressed to a well-known mem- 
ber of the London Philatelic Society, and is noteworthy as introducing the 
theory of the gum, or rather its absence : 

“ January 31st, 1888.—These are part of the original lot recently unearth- 
ed by me (D.A.V.), in Sydney. They are original copies, as you are aware 
that the plates were many years since destroyed, and that the Government 
never reprinted the first two issues. The sheets had to be separated in 
water, and the gum was thus removed.” 

The next date is 


“February 29th, 1888.—As previously stated there are (with the exception 
of a proof sheet of 8d. Blue, a// sold, only 8 sheets known by me to be in ex- 
istence. Of these you have four; one set of sheets I have cut up, and of the 
other three, two are in the possession of Messrs. Van Dyck and Dr. Houison, 
of Sydney; and the remaining set I have sold to Mrs. R , of Sydney. 

“ At the time of the purchase of these stamps I fully ascertained the fact 
that they were genuine originals, and that the original holder had not an- 
other copy in his possession. I may tell you that they were offered to me first 
some years ago, but I had not the cash to purchase them.” 

“Of the cut sheets, I have not a single specimen left, having sold the whole 
with the exception of a few copies sent on approval.” 

The foregoing gives a circumstantial account of the disposal of “the 8 
sets,” and it also notes the fact that they had been in existence since “some 
years ago.” 

Then follows one of the 6th March, 1888. 

“The oaly plates of New South Wales stamps existing are in the Govern- 
ment Printing-office, Sydney. They consist of the “Crown”’ series, the 
“ Registered”’ stamps, and the dieof the 1838 envelope. Mot one of the 
‘ View’ or ‘ Laureated’ plates exist, they having been years ago destroyed, 
not by fire, but with chisels and planes. You may depend that I enquired 
fully into the matter before paying for the stamps,” 

“Mr. S speaks of my ‘ having sent him an account of the disposal of 
twelve sets.’ This I could not and did not do. I told him distinctly that I had 
only eight sets of 2d., 6d, and 8d, If he or anyone else can produce the 
slightest evidence of my aving or having stated that I had more I will pay 
him £50 for so doing. Ihave refused orders to the extent of over £400 
during the past fortnight, through my inability to supply the stamps. I Aad 
one sheet of 8d. /ue proofs, but these I disposed of some time back—the last 
copies I sent on approval to Mr. W——. 

“T assert positively that the sheets sold by me are originals, purchased 
years since from the Post-office, and that there is mo difference whatever either 
in color or paper from used copies to be found in any large collection, The 
gum having been carefully removed would slightly alter the fee/ (only) of the 
paper. 

“Mr. S. or any one else can place away gummed stamps for thirty or 
forty years, providing they are between other papers, and when brought to 
light, steamed and ironed carefully, will be found quite as clean and fresh as 
my copies.” 

“Mr. Albert Van Dyck who advanced me the money to purchase the 
stamps with, and also purchased a set from me for himself, is well known in 
Sydney, and has a great deal of influence here.” 
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The preceding much underlined letter contains further fresh statements. I 
should say here that the words italicised are in every case so in the original. 
The list of plates still extant is full of import. The word “chisel” in con- 
nection with the “destroyed ” plates is suggestive! There may—see para- 
graph 2—be a chance of earning £50 yet, which would, however, be more 
likely, if after “having stated” Mr. Vindin had added “having seen or 
heard of,” and a certainty if he had continued, “either now or hereafter!” 
In the last quoted sentence the theory is further developed, and the sheets 
were apparently sent to the wash to remove the obnoxious adhesive matter, 
although there are still collectors who do not despise their unused speci- 
mens because they have their “original gum” intact. It appears that Mr. 
Vindin was advanced the money by Mr. A. Van Dyck. I wonder if the 
former informed the after of the first state of the case (or vice versa) ! 

This last letter I will quote from is dated— 

“April 2nd, 1888.—The stamps are originals, are not reprints, and will 
never be reprinted ‘This I repeat despite the resolution of the ‘Philatelic So- 
ciety of London.’ The paper zs not different; the plates were destroyed di- 
rectly afterthe stamps were withdrawn from circulation, and I have never 
had more than eight sets—twenty-four sheets. I am gutte confident that 
these are the only unused unsevered copies existent. 

“‘I have not misrepresented these stamps in anyway, and I have given all 
the information respecting themthat I can. I am fully aware that your So- 
ciety, once having declared these stamps, are not at all likely to alter expres- 
sed opinions.” 

This, after the receipt of the returned sheets, is the last communication I 
have had with Mr. Vindin—and in it he stated truthfully that he had ex- 
pended £40 in cables, and was a loser by the transaction—but as I was also 
a similar sufferer, I did not accede to his suggestion of dividing his expenses 
with him. I should add that he gave as a reason for this request my refusal 
to complete the purchase after I had agreed to buy them. I, of course, re- 
plied that I bought them subject to his statements, as quoted in this corres- 
pondence, of which I required some other evidence, and should not complete 
until I had it. I am still waiting ! 

These excerpts have extended to a greater length than I anticipated; but I 
have carefully selected them from a mass of letters, and have endeavored to 
exclude all extraneous matter, as all reference to names not directly interest- 
ed. I must give Mr. Vindin the credit of “sticking to his guns” in his 
statements as to his knowledge; and without wishing to make any direct 
accusation against him or any other person, I submit that I have shown that 
the onus of proving the origin of these sheets does not lie in this country, but 
in Australia. I would prefer to let the Philatelic world read between the 
lines and judge for themselves. But with a view of clearing up the mystery, 
I invite consideration of and reply to the following queries: 


To the Philatelic Society of Sydney. 


How many of your members, past or present, purchased these sheets for 
cash at the outset price? If any, have they demanded or received their 
money back ? 

When did your Society first become acquainted with the fact that there 
were a large number of sheets? and did it take any steps to inform col- 
lectors generally of this fact ? 

Was any member of your Society interested in the sale of these sheets 
on their first appearance? 
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If so, did the Society take any steps to ascertain the correctness of the 
statements of Mr. Vindin as to the paper, gum, impression, manner of dis- 
covery, destruction of plates, etc. ? 


To Mr. D. A. Vindin. 


At what date, “some years ago.” did you first see or know of these sheets ? 

Who first showed them to you, and for whom were you acting in selling 
them ? 

Did you remove the gum yourself or vow that it was done ? 

When did you discover that there were more than “8 sets existent,”’ 
and did you inform any of those who had purchased sets for cash of the 
altered circumstances of which you were at that time ignorant? = 

What were your grounds for asserting that the plates were destroyed ? Who 
was your informant, and was such information official ?° 

What steps do you propose to take to show the dond fides of the statements 
made by you in the preceding correspondence ? 


To the Postmaster-General of New South Wales. 


Is there an official record kept of the plates that are and have been in use 
for printing adhesive postage stamps ? 

Is it the practice to deface obsolete plates? Are they still retained after 
such defacement, and a record taken of this act? 

Is there a responsible officer for the safe custody of the plates? And what 
are the precautions taken against theft ? 

When and by whom was “the question mooted as to reprinting” the Laur- 
eated stamps (2d., 6d., and 8d.), executed by Jarvis? When was it discovered, 
and by whom, that these three plates were missing, and what steps were taken 
to recover them? 

Is the P. O. Department aware that probably not less than fifty thousand 
of these stamps have been sold for large sums of money to collectors ? 

Is the Post-office Department endeavouring to recover their missing plates? 

Are these stamps demonetized, or still available for postage, as is the 
practice in this country ? 


Answers to these questions would, I think, enable us to commence trac- 
ing the mischief back to its source, a consummation that is in every way 
desirable, and which must be my excuse for occupying so much space in 
the Monthly Journal. 

I believe I am correct in saying that the stock in London all came 
through Mr. A. Van Dyck—the gentleman who ‘advanced the money” to 
Mr. Vindin. I should like to know if the Scott Coin Company also pur- 
chased of him, and if their impressions tally with those in London, or are 
they fresher? Australia, Europe, and America have each had their “' Re- 


mainder.” The plates should appear next in Calcutta, and then in Cape 
Town! 





In writing the above I have been informed on very good authority that 
Mr. A. Van Dyck “ never rested until he had ferreted out the plates,” that 
he had the reprints made, and arranged for Mr. Vindin to sell them on 
commission; but my informant is unaware how far Mr. Van Dyck imparted 
his confidence to his agent. The former wasa man of means, “had plenty 
of money at his disposal,” and, as Mr. Vindin has previously stated, con- 
siderable influence. He left the colony a year or two back, was frequent- 
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ly seen in London, and then disappeared—perhaps to turn up in America. 
Everthing points therefore to him as the prime mover in this scandalous 
proceeding. But I feelsure, from the above facts as to his position, that 
he is not a/one responsible. ‘There must have been ofhers—not lower in the 
social scale—who connived at these trsnsactions; and I trust that, public 
and official attention having been called to the case, the authors of the mis- 
chief may be all traced out and suitably rewarded. 


[We are now asked for an explanation of the manner in which we obtained 
these sheets, and with pleasure we respond to the invitation. About eight or 
ten weeks ago a gentlemen who introduced himself as Mr. Alfred Van Dyck 
offered us a number of the laureated sheets of stamps which we purchased 
trom him at a certain price. Mr. Van Dyck stated to us that these sheets 
were reprints which had been made a number of years before but that the 
plates were now destroyed and other reprintings impossible. He made no 
representation that the stamps were originals or that they were made by 
authority of the government of New South Wales. He, however, did state 
positively that the sheets and fractions of sheets which he sold us were the 
very last that remained out of the entire lot. He told us with great glee of 
the success with which he had placed these stamps and gloried in the swindle 
which he had perpetrated on the philatelic public. He stated also that Mr. 
Dawson A. Vindin had acted as his agent for the sale of these stamps, but 
did not state whether Mr. Vindin was aware of the character of the stamps 
that he thus sold. 


The quantity purchased by us is as follows: 


1 entire sheet of 2d with stars, 50 stamps. 
1broken ‘“ 2d " about 49 |“ 
24entire sheets 6d 600 1“ 
we 8d 6co «C* 
1 broken sheet 8d about 40 “ 
4entire sheets 8d blue, 200 |“ 


Mr, Castle supposes that we had a very large quantity, as we advertised the 
sheets at low prices, but in this he is certainly mistaken. We knew very well 
that in order to dispose of our stock we had to cut below all previous prices, 
and must state that we informed all who purchased any from us that they were 
reprints and not original remainders, 


We have given a plain statement of the facts relating to our purchase of 
these stamps, and in addition can only say that we attempted to find out more 
from Mr. Van Dyck, but the information furnished above is all that we could 
elicit from him. 

The series of questions propounded to Mr. Dawson A. Vindin by Mr. 
Castle, will not, in our opinion, cover all the important circumstances of the case 
and we add one more question which it may be more difficult to answer than 
any of the others: 

How can you reconcile your statement that Mr. Van Dyck advanced you 
the money with which to purchase the stamps, and himself purchased a set 
rom you, with Mr. Van Dyck's own statement to us, that A/r. Dawson A. 
Vindin acted as his agent in the sale of the sheets. 


THE Scott Stamp & Coin Co., L’td. 
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SOMETHING MORE ABOUT THE SURCHARGED STAMPS OF THE 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC. 
(Translated from Le Zimbre Poste). 


We give herewith some lines sent us by Mr. F, Carreras y Candi of Bar- 
celona. Our correspondent, as he siys, assumes all responsibility for their 
publication. 

“The decree, issued on March 2oth last, by executive order, ordering 
the surcharge on the stamps and envelopes of the years 1879 and 1880 which 
had been retired from circulation, was opposed, it appeares, by the Post- 
master General of San Domingo, Mr. Jose Maria Pichardo Betancourt, who, 
having energetically protested that the issue was contrary, not only to the 
laws of the country, but also to the regulations of the Universal Postal Union, 
was deprived of his office on the 15th of April without any cause and after 
six years of honorable service. 

‘The surcharged stamps which could not be placed in circulation nor 
rendered good for postal use, were sold through the intervention of 
——. They were made the subject of speculation.”’ 

We have also a letter from the Belgian Counsul at San Domingo from 
which we extract the following lines : 

“As a result of my investigations I find that the stamps of the issues of 
1879 and 1880 were surcharged on March 2oth last, and that they were sold, 
without being placed in circulation, to two individuals, Messrs. 























“These stamps, surcharged evidently with the intention of making a specu- 
lation in them against the interest of collectors, were addressed by 
to ——. The envelopes thus addressed were prepaid 
with said stamps in order to prove their having been placed in circulation, 
and the post office has never had occasion to cancel a single other speci- 
men of the stamps in question. 

“ Finally, we have learned from official sources that the irregularity of the 
operation has been communicated to the Bureau of the Postal Union at Berne 
in order to put it on its guard against the circulation of said stamps 
and envelopes, of which not a single specimen had been submitted to it in 
conformity with Articles III, IV and V of the Postal Treaty of Oct. gth, 
1874 and of Article I. of the rules laid down for the carrying into effect of said 
Treaty.” 

Under the circumstances presented here and elsewhere, the question arises, 
shall we collect these stamps and envelopes or no? 











NOTES. 


Cape or Goop Hore.—The color of the 3 penny stamp used to make the 
provisional 24 penny, chronicled by us in June last is rose lilac instead of 
red brown, and the watermark is an anchor; this stamp has not yet been seen 
unsurcharged. 





CoLomBIAN RepusLic.—The current 5 centavos stamp is now printed in 
dark blue on deep blue paper. 
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Cusa.—Among a large lot of Cuban Stamps recently imported by us from 
Cuba, we discovered a Y% real stamp orange red of 1856 with the “y” 
measuring 434mm; this type was hitherto known to exist only in the 2 reals 
carmine red of 1855. 


— —__—_ 


FALKLAND IsLANnDs.—The one penny stamp exists divided diagonally with 
a black line in ink, and each half surcharged “ %d,” and comes also with- 
out the dividing line; it is this last variety which was chronicled by us in the 
May number of the Journal. 





ARGENTINE RepusBLic.—In looking over our stock of Argentine Republic 
surcharges we, by accident, found a 15c of the type of 1867 with crossed 
lines surcharged “oficial” in black, and “1884 %c” in red. Of course, at 
first we thought this was a forgery, but on closer examination we found that 
the 1884 surcharge was over the ‘ oficial.’ In most cases this is difficult to 
see, but in this particular specimen there can be absolutely no doubt that the 
red surcharge is over the black. On looking at the date of issue of the official 
stamps and the surcharged stamps of 1884 we find that the officials were 
issued early in the year and the provisionals only in June. As the 15c is not 
known with surcharge “oficial” and as the type of this surcharge is not that of 
the other official stamps, we conclude that one or more sheets of the stamp 
in question were surcharged as a trial, and that the type of surcharge was 
altered later on as the impression was rather faint. 

When making the supply of provisional stamps of 1884, which all appeared 
on the 15c blue, it is likely that some of these trial sheets slipped in, thus 
creating the variety which we chronicle herein. 





St. Lucta.—The color of the 5 and 1o shillings stamps chronicled some 
time ago, is lilac, with the value in orange on the 5 shillings, and in black 
on the tro shillings. 


PorTUGAL—It is rumoured that Portugal contemplates making a raid on 
the purses ofthe Postage Stamp Collecting fraternity. Her finances are at a 
lamentably low ebb. She struggles hard to make both ends meet, but she only 
gets deeper in the mire of National poverty. Howto raise the needful is indeed 
a problem for her Statesmen. When a Nation is reduced to such straits as 
Portugal is just now, any source of revenue that promises an appreciable 
yield, however small, will no doubt be regarded as a boon and a blessing to 
her Statesmen. Consequently it is not surprising that some attention should 
be directed to the apparently profitable business of manufacturing novelties 
to appease the appetite of the thousands of stamp collectors that are now to 
be found in every civilized country. ‘To design a new set of stamps for the 
mother country and for the few colonies still left to her as a remnant of her 
former greatness, will be a work of no great difficulty nor expense, and the 
stamps so produced, when sold and hoarded up in the unused condition so 
dear to the heart of the long-pocketed philatelist, will of course be almost 
clean profit. When an ordinary member of the public buys a postage stamp, 
he regards it merely as a promise to do certain work. But the philatelist is 
content to hoard up the little label, and let the issuing Government off en- 
tirely so far as it is indebted to him to carry his letter to the ends of the earth. 
If the Bank of England could bring into being a Bank Note collecting 
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fraternity to buy up its notes as fast as they were issued, and to hoard them 
up in albums as specimens of engraving, etc., how delightfully the balance in 
favour of the National Exchequer would adjust itself on every issue being 
rendered obsolete by each succeeding new issue. The poverty stricken and 
squabbling petty States of Central and South America have long been making 
a regular revenue out of the postage stamps, which they manufacture solely 
for sale to stamp collectors. We have grown accustomed to the periodical 
rush of novelties from that part of the world. Some of our own colonies too 
have not been altogether above suspicion. But when a proud and once 
powerful European Monarchy takes to collecting half-pence in such a manner 
to replenish its empty Exchequer, it is time that philatelists thought of facing 
the question of evicting certain countries from their Albums altogether. Some 
day the line will most surely have to be drawn between the genuine postage 
stamp issued to meet dond fide postal requirements, and the bogus label of 
every varying colour, perforation and surcharge made for sale and not for use. 
(Stamp News.) 





TuRKEY.—A new series of stamps of an entirely new type will be issued in 
March next; it will consist of only five values, viz: 10 and 20 paras, 1, 2 and 
5 piastres; the same stamps surcharged “ Jmprimés” will be used as news- 
paper stamps. 


NoRTH GERMAN CONFEDERATION.—In the part of the Catalogue for Ad- 
vanced Collectors published in this month’s Journal, collectors who take 
special interest in German stamps, will find many rarieties hitherto uncata- 
logued, such as the various roulettes of the first issue, and the ribbed paper 
of the second issue. 

Mexico.-—We recently received a sheet of Mexican stamps 10 centavos 
vermilion, which was watermarked in ten lines thus: 


CORREOSEUM 


CORREOSEUM 
CORREOSEUM 
CORREOSEUM 
CORREOSEUM 
CORREOSEUM 
CORREOSEUM 
CORREOSEUM 
CORREOSEUM 
CORREOSEUM 


The letters are large outline and were evidently arranged so that each 
stamp should bear a letter, but in the sheet we saw, the stamps were too wide 
apart to accomplish this perfectly, the watermark showed, however, on every 
stamp as either whole or part of a letter. 

The first seven letters of the watermark Correos means “ postage’’ and 
E. U. M stands for Estados (States) Unidos (United) Mexico. 

We have not seen it in other values but presume that all the stamps of 
the present series will be issued with the same watermark.—J/ekee/s Weekly. 


Persia.—Can any of our readers give us any information about this stamp, 
which by some is catalogued as a Persian Unpaid Letter Stamp, and by 
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others is branded as a mere humbug. Until to-day we have vainly 





tried to discover the true status of these stamps and we hope that our present 
appeal will be more successful. 





LaBbuAN—This colony is now administered by the British North Borneo 
Company, who will use their own stamps as soon as the supply of Labuan 
stamps is exhausted. 





Hawatlan IsLanps.—The envelopes are now engraved instead of litho- 
graphed. Monsieur Moens has seen the following. 

1c green, yellowish white wove paper, size 151x86 mm, 

2c carmine, “ “ “ ii iT) 


Cuxza.—Below we publish the decree, authorizing the cutting in two of the 
10 centavos stamps in order to provide for 5 centavos stamps, the supply of 
stamps of this value having been exhausted. 

Editor of Za Justicia : 

By order of the authorities, and on account of the lack of stamps 
of 5 Centavos in the Treasury, the use of 10 Centavos stamps cut diagonally 
will be allowed for the interior. The cut stamps will not be accepted for 
foreign postage, for which purpose the stamps of 2% Centavos or smaller 
values may be used. 

I notify you of this in order that you may publish it in your paper and thus 
make it known to the public. God grant you many more years. 

Dated at Puerto Principe, Sept., 2oth, 1891. 
(Signed) Jose B. ARRONDO, 
Postmaster General 


New SoutH WaLEes —We are indebted to Mr. W. B. Thornhill for news 
of two fresh varieties. The first is the “3d, laureated, on the fine ribbed 
paper of the first 1d Sydney.” The 8d of this issue is well known to exist on 
a finely ribbed paper; and in default of having seen the stamp in question, it 
may be safe to assume that it resembles this more closely than the earlier is- 
sue alluded to by our correspondent. 

3d, green, laureated issue, no wmk., on finely ribbed paper. 

The second variety is the 1s value of the 1860 issue—the large square 
stamps—being a vertical pair without perforation between them, the 6d value 
of this set being already known to exist in a similar condition. 1s, carmine, 
1860 issue; perf. 13 on three sides only. (Stamp News.) 





REUNION—Mr. Herrick has shown us the following varieties of the unpaid 
letter staraps: 3 ; : 
a. Double impression, side by side. 
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5c, 20c, 30c black. 
b. Double impression, one above the other. 
1oc, 20c, 30c black. 
Le Timbre Poste chronicles the following varieties of the stamps of the is- 


sue of July last (current stamps of the French Colonies surcharged Reunion, ) 
a. Double surcharge. 


5c green on greenish. 
b. Reunion without “1.” 
2c brown on buff’ 
5c green on greenish. 


MARTINIQUE—On every sheet of the provisional 5 and 15 centimes stamps 
of this year, one the stamps has the figure “5” leaning sideways. 





We are indebted for some of our information to Messrs. Herrick, Bogert, 
Witt, Adenaw also to the Philatelic Record, Le Timbre Poste, the Stamp News, 


Mekeels Weekly, the Monthly Journal, der Philatelist, Iilustriertes Brief- 
marken Journal. 





FORGERIES. 


8 GowER STREET, Lonpon, W.C., rst October, 1891. 
New FoRGERIES. CIRCULAR NO. 2. 
The Philatelic Protection Association hereby warn Philatelists against the 


following forgeries which have been brought under their notice since the is- 
sue of the last circular: 


BADEN. 
1862,—18 kreuzer, perf., both light and dark green 
(A very dangerous imitation, and with many various postmarks), 


BAVARIA, 
1850.—12kr. red and 18kr, yellow 


(These are also dangerous, and have various postmarks). 
BRITISH BECHUANALAND. 


Most of the surcharges on the Cape stamps and on the English %d. have 


been shown tothe Association both with inverted and double forged 
surcharges, 


BRITISH EAST AFRICA. 
¥ anna, 1st issue on English 1d., with forged surcharge. 


CAPE OF GOOD HOPE, 
Is. green, triangular. 


CEYLON. 
Various postcards with forged surcharges, and also bogus surcharges. 
FIJI ISLANDS. 


1874.—The 3d. green and 6d. rose, with new value in cents, and V,R. in 
Gothic or plain type. 


MEXICO. 
1864.—The full set of four values, new and dangerous imitation. 


SCINDE DAWK. 
¥% anna, white. 
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The Committee of Experts of the Philatelic Protection Association will be 
happy to examine and report any specimens of the above-mentioned stamps, 
on condition that such stamps are sent toe the Secretary accompanied with 
sufficient postage for reply. CHARLES J. PHILLIPS, Secretary. 


COMMUNICATIONS. 


Tue Scott Stamp & Coin Co, LtTp., 

Dear Sir:—Will you be kind enough to insert the following in your 
JouRNAL OF PHILATELY. 

On September 23d the stamp collectors of Elgin met and formed a society 
under the name of Elgin Philatelic Society, the following officers were elected: 
Rev. Wm. P. Everett, Pres; Frank S. Lombard, Secretary and Treasurer, 
All communications should be directed the Sec’y and Treas, 

Yours in haste, 
FRANK S. LOMBARD, Box 1905. 
Elgin Kane, Co. Ill. 


ELGIN, ILL, 12TH 1891. 


San AnToNIO, Texas, U. S. A. Oct. 6, 1981. 
Mr. Henry L. Catman, New York City. 

Dear Sir—Please be so kind as to ahs the following changes on the list 
of members of the A. C. P. S. which was sent you, on the 5th inst. for pub- 
lication. 

Membership Number 4 change to expelled, instead of “‘ suspended” and 
membership No. 14 change to suspended instead of “dropped for non pay- 
ment of dues.” 

By so doing you will greatly oblige 

Yours Very Respectfully, 
EpwarD W. HEUvSINGER. 





NEW JERSEY PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION. 


12th meeting (special) of the New Jersey Philatelic Association, held at 
278 Garden Street, Hoboken, N. J., Monday evening, September erst, 1891. 

Meeting called to order at 8: 30 p. m., President Muecke in the chair. 

There were present Messrs. Muecke, Meyenberg. Schroeder, Koster, Von 
Dreel, Salizar, Fernandez and Tuthill. 

Minutes of previous meeting were read and approved. 

On motion, a special meeting was called for Monday evening, October rgth, 
for the purpose of taking action upon the change of meeting night and such 
other business as may occur, and the Secretary was requested to notify the 
members of the action taken and request their presence at the next special 
meeting. 

The special meeting was called upon the request of Messrs. Meyenberg, 
Schroeder and Koster. 

Upon the suggestion of Mr. Meyenberg it was decided to make the stamps 
of the different countries, in their order, the subject of discussion for meet- 
ing nights, and that we should begin with the “Cape of Good Hope,” and 
the members be invited to bring the stamps., etc., of that country for exam- 
ination and inspection which they may have in their possesion. 

No further business appearing the meeting was adjourned to meet October 
19, 1891, at 8,00 p. m. E. W. TuTHILL, Sec’y, 
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THE ALAMO CITY PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 


San ANTONIO, TEXAS, OCT, 5, 1891. 
Mr. Henry L. CALMAN, 
Editor AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY, 

Dear Sir: You were recently informed of the organization of the Alamo City 
Philatelic Society, and I beg to write you further regarding our proceedings. 

Since the first regular meeting, June the 25th, 1891, was held, we have 
admitted thirteen new members, or at the rate of five new members a month. 

A list of the members I enclose herewith; we will be highly thankful should 
you publish same. 

The meetings of the Society are held weekly on Friday’s at 8.30 p. m,, in 
the club rooms of the San Antonio Real Estate Exchange; they are of great 
advantage to the local members, for as well as business is transacted, we speak 
about stamps, postal cards, and in general, anything Philatelic. 

The officers for the year ending June the 3oth, 1892, are: President: 
Mr. F. Hensel; Vice-President, Mr. Albert Huth; Secretary, Mr. Edward W. 
Heusinger; Treasurer, Mr. Chas. H. Huberich; Librarian, Mr. Franklin 
Bosshardt; Exchange Superintendent, Mr. Frederic Noyes; Manager Sales 
Department, Mr. F. Bosshardt. 

The Library, the largest of its kind in the South, contains many hundreds 
of rare, old Philatelic Journals, Books, Papers and Catalogues, which were 
kindly donated by Messrs. Noyes, Heusinger, Bosshardt, Huberich, Roth and 
others. 

The Exchange department is worked on entirely new principles, with 
advantages too numerous to mention. Circuit No. 1 consisted of twelve 
sheets and over three-quarters the amount contributed was taken off. Circuit 
No. 2, consisting of twenty sheets is now in circulation. 

The Sales department is worked on a similar plan to that of the C, P. S. 
but with better advantages. Circuit No. 1, consisting of Thirty sheets is now 
in circulation. 

Texas has long been considered dead in Philatelic matters, though, since 
the organization of this promising and rapidly growing Society, there is no 
reason why Texas shall be behind any longer and with the aid of the philatelic 
press we will get there ere long. 

All stamp collectors, of good recommendation and social standing, residing 
south of St. Louis, should join our Society, and for further information, 
application blanks, etc., address the Secretary: Edward W. Heusinger, 315 
King William St., San Antonio, Texas, U. S. A. 


MEMBERS OF THE A. C, P. &. 


1 F, Hensel, ror2 North Cherry St., San Antonio, Texas. 

2 Edward W. Heusinger, 315 King William St., San Antonio, Texas, 

3 Chas. H. Huberichs, P,O. B. 640, San Antonio, Texas. 

4 Suspended. 

5 Franklin Bosshardt, Room 12, K’mp’m B’ld’g. San Antonio, Texas. 
6 Max E. Jesse, 567 South Presa St., San Antonio, Texas, 

7 Chas. J. Rossy, Jr., 617 South Presa St, San Antonio, Texas. 

8 Frederic Noyes, Alice, Nueces Co., Texas. 

9 John G, Roth, care A. & M. College, College Sta., Brazos Co, Texas, 
10 Henry Callsen, 4 Miliam St., San Antonio, Texas. 

11 Chas. G. Kibbe, 50 Bell St., Houston, Texas, 

12 Geo. C. Hinson, Devine, Medina Co. Texas. 
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13 Albert Steves, 504 King William St. San Antonio, Texas 
14 Dropped for non-payment of dues 
1s Rob. C. Hussey Vivian,1236 Broadway, Kansas City, M 


6c. \ Smith, Alice, N e. & Texa 
C. W. Mexia, La Calle de Humboldt N 

18 E. Wells Kirkland, care Wm. D. Clevelan: ., Hous 

19 Albert Huth, 25 Crockett St., San Antonio, ‘Texas ; 
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D’ Andrade, Lesser and Hirsch 

Report of Executive Committee was accepted 

Che following resignations wer ccepted! C. J. Phillips, C. B. ¢ 
Herman, Determan, Alex. Holland, J. S. Merritt, C. Geldard, 
C. J. Taylor and A, W, Stillman 
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Mr. Rechert exhibited t new Luxemburg 1 and 265¢. stat 
Clotz informed the Society that they had already be withdra M 
, o1 ° 2 21 — s a8 . 
Rechert also exhibited the new ro a1 ad 20 para and the I plast! news 
stamps of Turkey L. S. Mori secre 
EE1 [ELD OCT. 13TH, 1591 


Came to order at 8.40 p. m., Mr. Rechert in the chair. 
Present: Mess. Berlepsch, Bogert, Bontecou, Collin, Crittenton, D 
Grevning, Meyenberg, Moreau, Morton, Rechert, Steps and Watson. 
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51 
With 58 ornaments in frame at sides, 
1op lilac, thin buff 
With 54 ornaments in frames sides. 
1op lilac, shin buff 
Word below arms in reply card 16mm long. 
roxtrop lilac, thin buff F 2 
Word below arms in reply card 21mm long. 
5t roxtrop lilac, thin buff 
Two single cards unsevered used for reply card. 
5! roxrop lilac, thinduff F 2 
With 58 ornaments in frame at sides 
1op blue, “Ain rose 
With 54 ornaments in frame at sides. 
top blue, ¢Azn rose 
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The inscription above the arms is 77mm in length. Centre of arms is 
below extreme left of the letter A. 
1882 552 5p brown, rose 
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Centre of arms is below right foot of the letter H. 
10 1882 552 °#5p brown, rose 
II we 5x5p brown, rose £1 
ERRORS: 
Without frame on the first half and without frame or inscriptions on 
the second half. 
1882 552 5x5p brown, rose Ft 
With frame alone on first half, second half correct. 
882 552 5x5p brown, rose F'1 





ADDENDA TO STAMP CATALOGUE. 
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BRAZIL. 


NEWSPAPER STAMPS 
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BRITISH CENTRAL AFRICA. 


Stamps of British South Africa surcharged B. C. A. in black 


Perforated 14. 
tp black 
2p sea green and vermilion 
4p red brown and black 
6p pale blue 
Sp rose and blue 
Ish brown 
2sh vermilion 
2sh 6p lilac 
ssh yellow 
osh green 
1% blue 
24, rose red 
54 sage green 
10 brown 


BRITISH EAST AFRICA. 
PROVISIONAL ISSUE. 
gular issue surcharged in black with pen and ink 


Perforated I4. 


Ya on 3a purple 
Ia on 4a brown 


REGULAR ISSUE. 


2'%a black on yellow 
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BRITISH NORTH BORNEO, 


PROVISIONAL ISSUE, 


CURACAO. 
VISIONAI 
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FRENCH COLONIES. 
Madagascar. 
Hclelelelelele) «: #] 

2 postts @ 
p FRANCAISES {} 
a concesemeginenstanaroqunanane a 


By MADAGASCAR & 
SHOHONCHONCHONHNES 
1891 2873 1§c ultramarine on pale blue 
“ee ‘ 7 > 
1fr ! 
se 7 5fr ? 


Nossi Be. 


NPAID LETTER STAMPS. 
Perforated 14x13%. 
Black surcharge. 


2zoc on ic black on blue 

30c on 2c brown on buff 

35c on 4c claret on lavender 
35c¢ on 2oc red on green 

50c on 30c brown on bistre 
1fr on 35c black on yellow 


Surcharged diagonally in black REUNION. 
1° On stamps of the French Colonies issue of 1872-73, (head of Liberty) 
1801 40c orange on yellowish 
" 8oc carmine on pinkish 





AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY. 


2° On stamps of the French Colonies issue of 1877-79 (Allegory) 
1891 30c brown on yellowish 

ie ifr bronze green on straw 

The 30c perforated, chronicled by us last month, has not been issued 


JAMAICA. 
OFFICIAL STAMPS. 
Regular issues surcharged OFFICIAL i 


[JAMAICA POSTAGE], 
ae ~ 


LABUAN. 
ROVISIONAL ISSI 
Per 


MEXICO. 


R STAMPS 














Perforated 


1891 2877 20c red, bluish paper 





AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY. 
lrapatua. 
P. r f } a ted. 
Mexico. 
P. r forat 


Vera Cruz. 


F 


red, blui 
red, green 
oc red, bluish ] p 


Guadalajara. 


MAURITIUS. 
PROVISIONAL ISSUE. 
Regular issues surcharged in black TWO CENTS 
Pr rforat 


yn 38c violet 


SALVADOR. 
ENVELOPES. 


Size 150x85 mm, 





M ir¢ h, \ 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 


T 
| ro | 


[SOUTH AUSTRALIA}) 
ie pam ms 3 


if 


f 


ba Sa“ A 
{FOUR PENCE) 


0.5. 


STRAITS SETTLEMENTS. 


Perak. 


Negri Sembilan. 
Stamps of Strait ents surcharged in black “NEGRI SEMBILAN.,’ 


Perforated 


1SQI 
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Sungei 


Stamps of Straits Settlements 
value 


Ujong. 
surcharged in black with name and new 


Per forated. 
1891 2886 2c on 24c green 


URUCUAY. 
PROVISIONAL ISSUE. 





1891 2887 5c violet, red surcharge 


OFFICIAL STAMPS, 
ORS EES, 


29 


-~ 





ee 


Regular issues surcharged 0 FICIAL 


in black. 


7 7 
Ri uletted, 








1884 2563 2c rose 
1887 2566 20c brown 
ZULULAND. 
Stamps of Great Britain surcharged ZULULAND in black 
Perforated, 
1891 1390 


2%p violet on blue 


